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ᐊᓂᔑᓈᐯᐃᐧᐱᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ 

Syllabic Chart 
 

 e i/ii o/oo a/aa final 

 ᐁ ᐃ ᐅ ᐊ  

w ᐍ ᐏ  ᐘ ᐤ 

p ᐯ ᐱ ᐳ ᐸ ᑊ 

t ᑌ ᑎ ᑐ ᑕ ᐟ 

k ᑫ ᑭ ᑯ ᑲ ᐠ 

c ᒉ ᒋ ᒍ ᒐ ᐨ 

m ᒣ ᒥ ᒧ ᒪ ᒼ 

n ᓀ ᓂ ᓄ ᓇ ᐣ 

s ᓭ ᓯ ᓱ ᓴ ᐢ 

sh ᔐ ᔑ ᔓ ᔕ ᐡ 

y ᔦ ᔨ ᔪ ᔭ ᔭ 

 Length is indicated with a dot above: ᑳ (kaa) 

Combinations with w are indicated with a dot after: ᑿ (kwa) 
ᐦ (h) ᓬ (l) ᕒ (r) 
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Introduction 
Anihshininiimowin contains well over a thousand distinct verb 
forms. This large number can appear daunting at first, but there is 
an internal logic to the verb endings which becomes clear through 
the process of learning them. Fluent speakers of the language use 
all of these endings without even thinking about it.  

This document is intended as a foundational reference for looking 
up individual verb forms. Future resources may present them in a 
recommend learning sequence, or add information showing the 
internal patterns of each paradigm. 

Notes on Presentation 
Some paradigms are given below with a sample frame sentence to 
help supply some context showing when that form would be used. 
Individual forms are then cited with the relevant tense or 
subordinating preverbs for that frame. Negative paradigms, for 
example, are mainly given in future tense since this is one context 
where inflectional negative endings are always used. 

Colours 

Inflectional affixes are shown in red, while non-inflectional affixes 
(preverbs and derivational suffixes like -we) are in blue. Brief notes 
at the beginning of each section explain any variation in the shape 
of the verb stem (shown in black).  

Other Conventions 

Sometimes when consecutive syllables are similar to each other, 
one of them becomes silent in fluid speech (a process sometimes 
called haplology). The optional syllables are represented in 
brackets, as in ni(ni), koo(ko). The # symbol is used to flag a  
handful of verb forms that are not used by everyone – they were 

only offered hesitatingly by a few people. In the English 
translations, sometimes local ways of speaking are used (e.x. ‘he 
makes fire’; ‘I don’t know when was the last time…’). The language 
does not distinguish ‘he’ vs. ‘she’ as English does; these are 
interchangeable wherever given as translations. 

A note for learners 
Learners should focus first on the neutral paradigms for each verb 
class (II, AI, TI, TA). The TA paradigms are the largest, but priority 
can be given to the most common forms, those that involve 
interactions between “I, you, he or she” (first, second and third 
person singular). Next, it is helpful to be able to recognize the 3SG 
forms for preterit, dubitative and negative paradigms. These are 
important for understanding fluent speakers even if they take time 
to incorporate into your own speech.  

 

Notes on collection and dialect 
This resource lists verb forms used in Kingfisher Lake First Nation, 
where the Winisk River dialect of Anihshininiimowin is spoken.    
The forms were gathered from examples of speech and writing, as 
well as being independently elicited and verified. All remaining 
blank cells in the paradigms have been verified; typically a simpler 
form is substituted instead, usually indicated in parentheses.  

 

  



 
Terms used 
This work uses some standard grammar terminology in a way that 
is consistent with the work of Tom Beardy and the 
Anihshininiimowin Dictionary published by Kwayaciiwin 
Education Resource Center. It is not necessary to know these 
terms in order to understand and use the patterns of the language, 
but they are helpful for looking up individual verb forms in this 
book. 
 
The four basic verb types are: 

 II  Inanimate Intransitive 
 AI  Animate Intransitive 
 TI  Transitive Inanimate 
 TA  Transitive Animate 
 
II ᒥᓄᐦᐱᑿᐣ minohpikwan it tastes good  (meat) 
AI ᒥᓄᐦᐱᑯᓯ minohpikosi it tastes good (goose)  
TI ᐅᒥᓄᐦᐱᑖᐣ ominohpitaan s/he likes the taste of it (meat) 
TA ᐅᒥᓄᐦᑇᐣ ominohpwaan s/he likes the taste of it (goose) 

 
Independent endings are used for verbs in main clauses. They 
often begin with a person prefix (e.g. ni-, ki-, o-). 
 
 ᐅᒥᓄᐦᐱᑖᐣ 
 ominohpitaan 
 ‘he likes the taste of it’ (TI) 
 
Conjunct endings are used in subordinate clauses. They most 
often start with a subordinating prefix (e.g. eh-, kaa-, ke-). 
 
 ᑳᒥᓄᐦᐱᑿᐠ 
 kaa-minohpikwahk 
 ‘the one that tastes good’ or ‘when/that it tastes good’ (II) 
 

Preterit inflection is a type of past tense used when the event 
happened “before”. These forms typically end in -pan.  
 
 ᑮᒥᓄᐦᐱᑿᓅᐸᐣ 
 kii-minohpikwanoopan 
 ‘it tasted good before’ (II) 
 
Dubitative inflection is used when the speaker does not know for 
certain whether an event happened. These are glossed with 
“maybe” or “might” and typically end with -tok or -kwen. 
 
 ᐅᒥᓄᐦᐱᑖᓈᑐᐠ 
 ominohpitaanaatok 
 ‘maybe he likes the taste of it’ (TI) 
 
Neutral is just a placeholder term for the regular forms that are 
neither preterit nor dubitative. 
 
Negative inflection is used with kaawin or ekaa to assert that 
something did not happen (is not happening or will not happen). 
These endings contain -hsii or -hsiin.  
 
 Negative Inflection: ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᒥᓄᐦᐱᑖᐦᓰᐣ 
      kaawin ominohpitaahsiin 
      ‘he doesn’t like the taste of it’ (TI) 
 
There is a second “descriptive” way of expressing negation using 
kaawin plus a verb that begins with ci- and takes regular conjunct 
endings. 
 
 Descriptive Negation: ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᒥᓄᐦᐱᑕᐣᐠ 
      kaawin ci-minohpitank 
      ‘he doesn’t like the taste of it’ (TI) 
 



 
Imperative inflection is used for directing someone to do 
something. There is a set of default “immediate” forms vs. a 
“delayed” form meaning “do it later/afterward.” 
 
 Immediate ᐲᔖᐣ piishaan ‘come!’ (AI) 
 Delayed  ᐲᔖᐦᑲᐣ piishaahkan  ‘come after!’ (AI)  
 

Finally, Relational inflection is a special optional form, used 
when “you” or “I”  does an action associated with something 
belonging to a third person (‘at his house’).   

   ᓂᑮᐊᐣᑕᐏ ᐴᑕᐍᐚᐣ ᐅᐚᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐣᐠ. 
   Nikii-antawi-pootawewaan owaahkahikanink. 
   ‘I went to build a fire at his house.’ 
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1.  Inanimate Intransitive (II) Verbs 
Inanimate intransitive verbs have inanimate subjects (i.e. non-living things). For example, the II verb stems in this section all work a subject like ᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᐣ 
pimihsewin ‘plane’.  

SG ᐃᐦᐃᐍ ᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᐣ ᐲᑕᑰᑌ It’s flying here. 
SG OBV ᐅᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᐣ(ᓂ) ᐲᑕᑰᑌ(ᓂ) It (his plane) is flying here. 
PL ᓃᔑᐣ ᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᓇᐣ ᐲᑕᑰᑌᐘᐣ They (planes) are flying here. 
PL OBV ᓃᔑᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᓇᐣ ᐲᑕᑰᑌᐘᐣ They (his planes) are flying here. 

 

There are three stem types illustrated: stems that end with a vowel (piitakoote ‘fly here’), stems that end with /n/ (pankihsin ‘fall’), and stems ending with 
/n/ that come from a historical /t/ (pooniimakan ‘land’). The last two types differ only in a few few forms, which are given in the relevant places. 

 

II Independent 
In Independent order, singular obviative forms are optional for most speakers. 

Neutral 
   ‘fly here’ ‘land’ 
SG It’s flying here.  ᐲᑕᑰᑌ ᐴᓃᒪᑲᐣ 
  piitakoote pooniimakan 
SG.OBV It (his plane) is flying here.  ᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂ ᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ) 
  piitakooteni pooniimakanini 
PL They (planes) are flying here.  ᐲᑕᑰᑌᐘᐣ ᐴᓃᒪᑲᓅᐣ 
  piitakootewan pooniimakanoon 
PL.OBV They (his planes) are flying here.  (use plural)  
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Preterit 
    ‘fly here’ ‘land’ 
SG It flew here, before.  ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓅᐸᐣ 
  kii-piitakootepan kii-pooniimakanoopan 
SG.OBV It (his plane) flew here, before.  ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᓃᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓅᐸᐣ 
  kii-piitakooteniipan kii-pooniimakanoopan 
PL They (planes) flew here, before.  ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᐸᓃᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓅᐸᓃᐣ 
  kii-piitakootepaniin kii-pooniimakanoopaniin 
PL.OBV They (his planes) flew here, 

before. 
 ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᓃᐸᓃᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓅᐸᓃᐣ 

  kii-piitakooteniipaniin kii-pooniimakanoopaniin 
 
 

 

Dubitative 
   ‘fly here’ ‘fall’ 
SG Maybe it’s flying here.  ᐲᑕᑰᑌᑐᐠ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᓂᑐᐠ 
  piitakootetok pankihsinitok 
SG.OBV Maybe it (his plane) is flying 

here. 
 ᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑐᐠ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᓂᓂᑐᐠ 

  piitakootenitok pankihsininitok 
PL Maybe they (planes) are flying 

here. 
 ᐲᑕᑰᑌᑎᑵᐣ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᓂᑎᑵᐣ 

  piitakootetikwen pankihsinitikwen 
PL.OBV Maybe they (his planes) are flying 

here. 
 (use plural)  

    
 

 
 
  



II Independent | 3 
 

Preterit-Dubitative 
   ‘fly here’ ‘land’ 
SG Maybe it flew here, before.  ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᑯᐸᐣ 
  kii-piitakootekopan kii-pooniimakanikopan 
SG.OBV Maybe it (his plane) flew here, 

before. 
 ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᑯᐸᐣ  

  kii-piitakootenikopan kii-pooniimakani(ni)kopan  
PL Maybe they (planes) flew here, 

before. 
 ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᐚᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᐚᑯᐸᐣ 

  kii-piitakootewaakopan kii-pooniimakaniwaakopan 
PL.OBV Maybe they (his planes) flew 

here, before. 
 ᑮᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᐚᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᐚᑯᐸᐣ 

  kii-piitakooteniwaakopan kii-pooniimakaniwaakopan 
 
 
 

Negative 
Negative forms are given here with future tense (ta-). 

   ‘fly here’ ‘land’ 
SG It’s not going to fly here.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐲᑕᑰᑌᐦᓯᓅᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᓯᓅᐣ 
  kaawin ta-piitakootehsinoon kaawin ta-pooniimakahsinoon 
SG.OBV It (his plane) is not going 

to fly here. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐲᑕᑰᑌᐦᓯᓃᓂ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᓯᓃᓂ 

  kaawin ta-piitakootehsiniini kaawin ta-pooniimakahsiniini 
PL They (planes) are not  

going to fly here. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐲᑕᑰᑌᐦᓯᓅᐘᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᓯᓅᐘᐣ 

  kaawin ta-piitakootehsinoowan kaawin ta-pooniimakahsinoowan 
PL.OBV They (his planes) are not 

going to fly here. 
 (use plural)  

    
 

 

  



4 | II Conjunct 
 

II Conjunct 
In conjunct order, most plural endings are optional. Here are some frames for using conjunct order: 

ᐃᐦᐃᐍ ᐱᒥᐦᓭᐏᐣ ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᐠ.   Ihiwe pimihsewin kaa-piitakootek. ‘That plane that’s flying here.’ 
ᐋᐣ ᐊᐦᐲ ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᐠ?   Aan ahpii kaa-piitakootek?  ‘When did it fly here?’ 
ᓂᐸᑯᐦᓭᐣᑖᐣ ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᐠ.   Nipakohsentaan ke-piitakootek. ‘I hope it will fly here.’ 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᐲᑕᑰᑌᐠ.   Kaawin ci-piitakootek.  ‘It’s not flying here.’ 
 
 

Neutral 
 When/that…  ‘fly here’ ‘land’ ‘fall’ (where different) 
SG …it’s flying here.  ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᐠ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᐠ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᐣᐠ 
  kaa-piitakootek kaa-pooniimakahk kaa-pankihsink 
SG.OBV …it (his plane) is flying 

here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᐠ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᐠ  

  kaa-piitakootenik kaa-pooniimakaninik  
PL …they (planes) are flying 

here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᑭᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᑭᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᐣᑭᐣ 

  kaa-piitakootekin kaa-pooniimakahkin kaa-pankihsinkin 
PL.OBV …they (his planes) are 

flying here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᑲᐣ  

  kaa-piitakootenikin kaa-pooniimakaninikin  
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Preterit 
 When/that…  ‘fly here’ ‘land’ ‘fall’ (where different) 
SG …it flew here, before.  ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᐣᑭᐸᐣ 
  kaa-piitakootekipan kaa-pooniimakahkipan kaa-pankihsinkipan 
SG.OBV …it (his plane) flew here, 

before. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᑭᐸᐣ  

  kaa-piitakootenikipan kaa-pooniimakanikipan  
PL …they (planes) flew 

here, before. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᒁᐸᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᐦᒁᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᓯᒁᐸᐣ 

  kaa-piitakootekwaapan kaa-pooniimakahkwaapan kaa-pankihsikwaapan 

   or ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᑭᐸᓃᐣ   
   kaa-piitakootekipaniin   
PL.OBV …they (his planes) flew 

here, before. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᒁᐸᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᒁᐸᐣ  

  kaa-piitakootenikwaapan kaa-pooniimakanikwaapan  

Dubitative 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᒫᐣ ᑮᓑᐱᐣ ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᑵᐣ.  Kaawin ci-kihkentamaan kiishpin ke-piitakootekwen.  'I don’t know if it might be flying here.' 

 

 I don’t know if…  ‘fly here’ ‘land’ 
SG …it might be flying here.  ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᑵᐣ ᑫᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᑵᐣ 
  ke-piitakootekwen ke-pooniimakanikwen 
SG.OBV …it (his plane) might be 

flying here. 
 ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑵᐣ ᑫᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᑵᐣ 

  ke-piitakootenikwen ke-pooniimakanikwen 
PL …they (planes) might be 

flying here. 
 ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᐚᑵᐣ ᑫᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᐚᑵᐣ 

  ke-piitakootewaakwen ke-pooniimakaniwaakwen 
PL.OBV …they (his planes) might 

be flying here. 
 ᑫᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᐚᑵᐣ ᑫᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᐚᑵᐣ 

  ke-piitakooteniwaakwen ke-pooniimakani(ni)waakwen 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᒫᐣ ᐊᐦᐲ ᐃᓑᒁᔮᐨ ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᑯᐸᓀᐣ. Kaawin ci-kihkentamaan ahpii ishkwaayaac kaa-piitakootekopenen.  “I don’t when was the last time it flew here.” 

 

 I don’t know when the 
last time was that… 
 

 
‘fly here’ ‘land’ 

SG …it might have flown 
here. 

 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᑲᓂᑯᐸᓀᐣ 
  kaa-piitakootekopanen kaa-pooniimakanikopanen 
SG.OBV …it (his plane) might 

have flown here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

  kaa-piitakootenikopanen kaa-pooniimakani(ni)kopanen 
PL …they (planes) might 

have flown here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

  kaa-piitakootewaakopanen kaa-pooniimakaniwaakopanen 
PL.OBV …they (his planes) might 

have flown here. 
 ᑳᐲᑕᑰᑌᓂᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐴᓃᒪᑲᓂ(ᓂ)ᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

  kaa-piitakooteniwaakopanen kaa-pooniimakani(ni)waakopanen 
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2.  Animate Intransitive (AI) Verbs 
There are three types of AI stem. Stems endings in a long vowel (pootawe ‘make fire’) stems ending with /n/ (pankihshin ‘fall’) and stems ending in a short 
vowel (niimi ‘dance’). The last type is only given in tables where it differs from pootawe. 

AI Independent 
 

Neutral 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

‘dance’ 
niimi 

ᓃᐣ I’m making fire.  ᓂᐴᑕᐁᐧ ᓂᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᐣ ᓂᓃᒼ 
1SG  nipootawe nipankihshin niniim 
ᑮᐣ You’re making fire.  ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᐣ ᑭᓃᒼ 
2SG  kipootawe kipankihshin kiniim 
ᐑᐣ He’s making fire.  ᐴᑕᐁᐧ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᐣ ᓃᒥ 
3SG  pootawe pankihshin niimi 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) is making fire.  ᐴᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐣ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓅᐣ ᓃᒥᐘᐣ 
3OBV  pootawewan pankihshinoon niimiwan 
    or ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐊᐧᐣ  
       pankihshiniwan  
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are making fire (just 

us). 
 ᓂᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᐣ ᓂᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᐣ ᓂᓃᒥᒥᐣ 

1PL  nipootawemin nipankihshinimin niniimimin 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are making fire (you 

incl.). 
 ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᐣ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᐣ ᑭᓃᒥᒥᐣ 

21  kipootawemin kipankihshinimin kiniimimin 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys are making fire.  ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐋᐧ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐋᐧ ᑭᓃᒥᓈᐚ 
2PL  kipootawenaawaa kipankihshinaawaa kiniiminaawaa 
ᐑᓇᐚ They are making fire.  ᐴᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓅᐠ ᓃᒥᐘᐠ 
3PL  pootawewak pankihshinook niimiwak 
   or ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐊᐧᐠ  
     pankihshiniwak  
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Preterit 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

‘dance’ 
niimi 

ᓃᐣ I made fire, before.  ᓂᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐸᐣ ᓂᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐸᐣ ᓂᓃᒥᓈᐸᐣ 
1SG  nikii-pootawenaapan nikii-pankihshinaapan kii-niniiminaapan 
ᑮᐣ You made fire, before.  ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐸᐣ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐸᐣ ᑭᓃᒥᓈᐸᐣ 
2SG  kikii-pootawenaapan kikii-pankihshinaapan kikii-niiminaapan 
ᐑᐣ He made fire, before.  ᐴᑕᐁᐧᐸᐣ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓅᐸᐣ ᓃᒦᐸᐣ 
3SG  kii-pootawepan kii-pankihshinoopan 

(takohshinoopan~takohshiniipan) 
kii-niimiipan 

ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) made fire, 
before. 

 ᐴᑕᐁᐧᓃᐸᓃᐣ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓃᐸᓃᐣ ᓃᒥᓃᐸᓃᐣ 
3OBV  kii-pootaweniipaniin kii-pankihshiniipaniin kii-niiminiipaniin 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We made fire, before (just 

us). 
 ᓂᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᐸᐣ ᓂᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᓈᐸᐣ ᓂᓃᒥᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

1PL  nikii-pootaweminaapan nikii-pankihshiniminaapan nikii-niimiminaapan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We made fire, before (you 

incl.). 
 ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᐸᐣ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᒥᓂᒥᓈᐸᐣ ᑭᓃᒥᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

21  kikii-pootaweminaapan kikii-pankihshiniminaapan kikii-niimiminaapan 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys made fire, 

before. 
 ᑭᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐋᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐋᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᓃᒥᓈᐚᐸᐣ 

2PL  kikii-pootawenaawaapan kikii-pankihshinaawaapan kikii-niiminaawaapan 
ᐑᓇᐚ They made fire, before.  ᐴᑕᐁᐧᐸᓃᐠ ᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓅᐸᓃᐠ ᓃᒦᐸᓃᐠ 
3PL  kii-pootawepaniik kii-pankihshinoopaniik kii-niimiipaniik 
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Dubitative 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ Maybe I made fire.  ᓂᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᑐᐠ ᓂᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᑐᐠ 
1SG  nikii-pootawenaatok nikii-pankihshinaatok 
ᑮᐣ Maybe you made fire.  ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᑐᐠ 
2SG  kikii-pootawenaatok kikii-pankihshinaatok 
ᐑᐣ Maybe he made fire.  ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᑐᐠ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᑐᐠ 
3SG  kii-pootawetok kii-pankihshinitok 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ Maybe (his son) made fire.  ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᑎᑫᐧᓇᐣ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᑎᑵᓇᐣ 
3OBV  kii-pootawetikwenan kii-pankihshinitikwenan 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we made fire (just us).  ᓂᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᑐᐠ ᓂᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᓈᑐᐠ 
1PL  nikii-pootaweminaatok nikii-pankihshiniminaatok 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we made fire (you 

incl.). 
 ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᓈᑐᐠ 

21  kikii-pootaweminaatok kikii-pankihshiniminaatok 
ᑮᓇᐚ Maybe you made fire.  ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐋᐧᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐋᐧᑐᐠ 
2PL  kikii-pootawenaawaatok kikii-pankihshinaawaatok 
ᐑᓇᐚ Maybe they made fire.  ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᑎᑫᐧᓇᐠ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᑎᑫᐧᓇᐠ 
3PL  kii-pootawetikwenak kii-pankihshinitikwenak 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ Maybe I made fire, before.  ᓂᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᓂᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᑯᐸᐣ 
1SG  nikii-pootawenaakopan nikii-pankihshinaakopan 
ᑮᐣ Maybe you made fire, before.  ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᑯᐸᐣ 
2SG  kikii-pootawenaakopan kikii-pankihshinaakopan 
ᐑᐣ Maybe he made fire, before.  ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᑯᐸᐣ 
3SG  kii-pootawekopan kii-pankihshinikopan 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ Maybe (his son) made fire, 

before. 
 ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓂᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᓂᑯᐸᐣ 

3OBV  kii-pootawenikopan kii-pankihshininikopan 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we made fire, before 

(just us). 
 ᓂᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᓂᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

1PL  nikii-pootaweminaakopan nikii-pankihshiniminaakopan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we made fire, before 

(you incl.). 
 ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

21  kikii-pootaweminaakopan kikii-pankihshiniminaakopan 
ᑮᓇᐚ Maybe you guys made fire, 

before. 
 ᑭᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᓈᐋᐧᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓈᐋᐧᑯᐸᐣ 

2PL  kikii-pootawenaawaakopan kikii-pankihshinaawaakopan 
ᐑᓇᐚ Maybe they made fire, 

before. 
 ᑮᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᑯᐸᐣ ᑮᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᑯᐸᐣ 

3PL  kii-pootawewaakopan kii-pankihshiniwaakopan 
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Negative 
 

Negative forms are given here with future tense (ka-, ta-). Note that in fluid speech the combination kika- (‘you’ + future tense) is usually just pronounced 
ka-. 

   ‘make fire’ 
pootawe 

‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ I’m not going to make fire.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᐣ 
1SG  kaawin nika-pootawehsiin kaawin nika-pankihshinihsiin 
ᑮᐣ You’re not going to make 

fire. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᐣ 

2SG  kaawin kika-pootawehsiin kaawin kika-pankihshinihsiin 
ᐑᐣ He’s not going to make fire.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᐣ 
3SG  kaawin ta-pootawehsiin kaawin ta-pankihshinihsiin 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) is not going to 

make fire. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᐘᐣ -- 

3OBV  kaawin ta-pootawehsiiwan  
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are not going to make 

fire (just us). 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᒥᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᒥᐣ 

1PL  kaawin nika-pootawehsiimin kaawin nika-pankihshinihsiimin 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are not going to make 

fire (you incl.). 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᒥᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᒥᐣ 

21  kaawin kika-pootawehsiimin kaawin kika-pankihshinihsiimin 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys are not going to 

make fire. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᓈᐚ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᓈᐚ 

2PL  kaawin kika-pootawehsiinaawaa kaawin kika-pankihshinihsiinaawaa 
   or ᑳᐏᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐴᑕᐍᓈᐚᐦᓰᐣ  
      kaawin kika-pootawenaawaahsiin  
ᐑᓇᐚ They are not going to make 

fire. 
 ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐴᑕᐍᐦᓰᐘᐠ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑕᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐦᓰᐘᐠ 

3PL  kaawin ta-pootawehsiiwak kaawin ta-pankihshinihsiiwak 
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AI Conjunct 
Neutral 

 When/that…  ‘make fire’ 
pootawe 

‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ …I’m making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔮᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔮᐣ 
1SG  kaa-pootaweyaan kaa-pankihshiniyaan 
    or ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐚᐣ 
       kaa-pankihshiniwaan 
ᑮᐣ …you’re making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᐣ 
2SG  kaa-pootaweyan kaa-pankihshiniyan 
ᐑᐣ …he’s making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐨ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᐣᐠ 
3SG  kaa-pootawec kaa-pankihshink 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) is making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᓂᐨ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᓂᐨ 
3OBV  kaa-pootawenic kaa-pankihshininic 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we are making fire (just 

us). 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔮᐣᐠ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔮᐣᐠ 

1PL  kaa-pootaweyaank kaa-pankihshiniyaank 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we are making fire (you 

incl.). 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᐣᐠ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᐣᐠ 

21  kaa-pootaweyank kaa-pankihshiniyank 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys are making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔦᐠ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔦᐠ 
2PL  kaa-pootaweyek kaa-pankihshiniyek 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they are making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᐨ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᐨ 
3PL  kaa-pootawewaac kaa-pankihshiniwaac 
ᐅᑵᓂᐘᐣ …(his sons) are making fire.  ᑳᐴᑕᐍᓂᒋᐣ * -- 
3PL.OBV  kaa-pootawenicin*  

* Rare – only attested with some speakers   



AI Conjunct | 13 
 

 

Preterit 
 When/that…  ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ …I made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔮᒼᐹᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔮᒼᐹᐣ 
1SG  kaa-pootaweyaampaan kaa-pankihshiniyaampaan 
ᑮᐣ …you made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᒼᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᒼᐸᐣ 
2SG  kaa-pootaweyampan kaa-pankihshiniyampan 
ᐑᐣ …he made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᐦᐸᐣ 
3SG  kaa-pootawehpan kaa-pankihshiniwaahpan 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᓂᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑ(ᓂ)ᓂᐦᐸᐣ 
3OBV  kaa-pootawenihpan kaa-pankihshininihpan 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we made fire, before (just 

us). 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

1PL  kaa-pootaweyaankipan kaa-pankihshiniyaankipan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we made fire, before (you 

incl.). 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

21  kaa-pootaweyankipan kaa-pankihshiniyankipan 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔦᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔦᑭᐸᐣ 
2PL  kaa-pootaweyekipan kaa-pankihshiniyekipan 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they made fire, before.  ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᐦᐸᐣ 
3PL  kaa-pootawewaahpan kaa-pankihshiniwaahpan 
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Dubitative 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᒫᐣ ᐋᐣ ᐊᐦᐲ ᑫᐴᑕᐍᐚᓇᐣ.   Kaawin ci-kihkentamaan aan ahpii ke-pootawewaanen.  'I don’t know when I might make fire.' 

 

 I don’t know when…  ‘make fire’ 
pootawe 

‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ …I might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᓀᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᓀᐣ 
1SG  ke-pootawewaanen ke-pankihshiniwaanen 
ᑮᐣ …you might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᓀᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐊᐧᓀᐣ 
2SG  ke-pootawewanen ke-pankihshiniwanen 
ᐑᐣ …he might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᑫᐧᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᑫᐧᐣ 
3SG  ke-pootawekwen ke-pankihshiniwaakwen 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᓂᑫᐧᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐣ 
3OBV  ke-pootawenikwen ke-pankihshininikwen 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might make fire (just 

us). 
 ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᐣᑯᑘᐣ  ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᐣᑯᑌᐣ 

1PL  ke-pootawewaankotwen  ke-pankihshiniwaankoten 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might make fire (you 

incl.). 
 ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᐣᑫᐧᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᐣᑫᐧᐣ 

21  ke-pootaweyankwen ke-pankihshiniyankwen 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᔦᑫᐧᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐁᐧᐦᑫᐧᐣ 
2PL  ke-pootaweyekwen ke-pankihshiniwehkwen 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they might make fire.  ᑫᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᑫᐧᐣ ᑫᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᑫᐧᐣ 
3PL  ke-pootawewaakwen ke-pankihshiniwaakwen 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᐣᑕᒫᐣ ᐊᐦᐲ ᐃᓑᒁᔮᐨ ᑳᐴᑕᐍᐚᒼᐹᓀᐣ.  
Kaawin ci-kihkentamaan ahpii ishkwaayaac kaa-pootawewaampaanen.  
“I don’t when was the last time I made fire.” 

 

 I don’t know 
when the last time 
was that… 
 

 ‘make fire’ 
pootawe 

‘fall’ 
pankihshin 

ᓃᐣ …I might have made 
fire. 

 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᒼᐹᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᒼᐹᓀᐣ 
1SG  kaa-pootawewaampaanen kaa-pankihshiniwaampaanen 
ᑮᐣ …you might have 

made fire. 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᒼᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐊᐧᒼᐸᓀᐣ 

2SG  kaa-pootawewampanen kaa-pankihshiniwampanen 
ᐑᐣ …he might have 

made fire. 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

3SG  kaa-pootawewaakopanen kaa-pankihshiniwaakopanen 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) might 

have made fire. 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᓂᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

3OBV  kaa-pootawenikopanen kaa-pankihshinikopanen 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might have 

made fire (just us). 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔮᐣᑯᑎᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᐣᑯᑎᐸᓀᐣ  

1PL  kaa-pootaweyaankotipanen kaa-
pankihshiniwaankotipanen  

ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might have 
made fire (you incl.). 

 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔭᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔭᐣᑯᐸᐣ 
21  kaa-pootaweyankopanen kaa-pankihshiniyankopan 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys might 

have made fire. 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᔦᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᔦᑯᐸᐣ 

2PL  kaa-pootaweyekopanen kaa-pankihshiniyekopan 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they might have 

made fire. 
 ᑳᐴᑕᐁᐧᐋᐧᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᐸᐣᑭᐦᔑᓂᐋᐧᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

3PL  kaa-pootawewaakopanen kaa-pankihshiniwaakopanen 
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AI Imperative 
 

Immediate 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘lay down’ 
pimihshin 

‘dance’ 
niimi 

ᑮᐣ (You) make fire.  ᐴᑕᐍᐣ ᐱᒥᐦᔑᓂᐣ ᓃᒥᐣ 
2SG  pootawen pimihshinin niimin 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) make fire.  ᐴᑕᐍᔫᐠ ᐱᒥᐦᔑᓂᔫᐠ ᓃᒥᔫᐠ 
2PL  pootaweyook pimihshiniyook niimiyook 
   or ᐴᑕᐍᐠ  or ᓃᒥᐠ 
   pootawek  niimik 

 

Delayed 
      
ᑮᐣ (You) make fire, after.  ᐴᑕᐍᐦᑲᐣ ᐱᒥᐦᔑᓃᐦᑲᐣ ᓃᒦᐦᑲᐣ 
2SG  pootawehkan pimihshiniihkan niimiihkan 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) make fire, 

after. 
 ᐴᑕᐍᐦᑫᐠ ᐱᒥᐦᔑᓃᐦᑫᐠ ᓃᒦᐦᑫᐠ 

2PL  pootawehkek pimihshiniihkek niimiihkek 
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3. Transitive Inanimate (TI) Verbs 
Transitive inanimate verbs have three types of stem: those that end in -am (noont-am- ‘hear’), those that end in -oo (kociht-oo- ‘try’)and a few verbs that 
end with something else (miici- ‘eat’). Note that for the first stem type, -am becomes -aa before most endings in the independent. The other stem types are 
completely regular, and are listed here for reference in the neutral paradigm only. TI verbs also have plural object forms that add -an; these are always 
optional and are not used with all actors in every paradigm. 

TI Independent 
 

Neutral 
 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
   Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

  

ᓃᐣ I hear it.  ᓂᓅᐣᑖᐣ ᓂᓅᐣᑖᓇᐣ ᓂᑯᒋᐦᑑᐣ ᓂᒦᒋᐣ 
1SG  ninoontaan ninoontaanan nikocihtoon nimiicin 
ᑮᐣ You hear it.  ᑭᓅᐣᑖᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑖᓇᐣ ᐅᑯᒋᐦᑑᐣ ᑭᒦᒋᐣ 
2SG  kinoontaan kinoontaanan okocihtoon kimiicin 
ᐑᐣ He hears it.  ᐅᓅᐣᑖᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑖᓇᐣ ᐅᑯᒋᐦᑑᐣ ᐅᒦᒋᐣ 
3SG  onoontaan onoontaanan okocihtoon omiicin 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) hears it.      
3OBV      
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We hear it (just us).  ᓂᓅᐣᑖᒥᐣ  ᓂᑯᒋᐦᑑᒥᐣ ᓂᒦᒋᒥᐣ 
1PL  ninoontaamin  nikocihtoomin nimiicimin 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We hear it (you incl.).  ᑭᓅᐣᑖᒥᐣ  ᑭᑯᒋᐦᑑᒥᐣ ᑭᒦᒋᒥᐣ 
21  kinoontaamin  kikocihtoomin kimiicimin 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys hear it.  ᑭᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚ  ᑭᑯᒋᐦᑑᓈᐚ ᑭᒦᒋᓈᐚ 
2PL  kinoontaanaawaa  kikocihtoonaawaa kimiicinaawaa 
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ᐑᓇᐚ They hear it.  ᐅᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚ  ᐅᑯᒋᐦᑑᓈᐚ ᐅᒦᒋᓈᐚ 
3PL  onoontaanaawaa  okocihtoonaawaa omiicinaawaa 

 

Preterit 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 

     
   Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

ᓃᐣ I heard it, before.  ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᐣ ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᓃᐣ 
1SG  nikii-noontaanaapan nikii-noontaanaapaniin 
ᑮᐣ You heard it, before.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᓃᐣ 
2SG  kikii-noontaanaapan kikii-noontaanaapaniin 
ᐑᐣ He heard it, before.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᐣ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐸᓃᐣ 
3SG  okii-noontaanaapan okii-noontaanaapaniin 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) heard it, before.    
3OBV    
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We heard it (just us), before.  ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᐸᐣ  
1PL  nikii-noontaaminaapan  
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We heard it (you incl.), before.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᐸᐣ  
21  kikii-noontaaminaapan  
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys heard it, before.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐸᓃᐣ 
2PL  kikii-noontaanaawaapan kikii-noontaanaawaapaniin 
ᐑᓇᐚ They heard it, before.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐸᐣ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐸᓃᐣ 
3PL  okii-noontaanaawaapan okii-noontaanaawaapaniin 
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Dubitative 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 

     
   Singular Object 

‘I can hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I can hear them (inan).’ 

ᓃᐣ Maybe I heard it.  ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑐᐠ ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑎᑵᐣ 
1SG  nikii-noontaanaatok nikii-noontaanaatikwen 
ᑮᐣ Maybe you heard it.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑎᑵᐣ 
2SG  kikii-noontaanaatok kikii-noontaanaatikwen 
ᐑᐣ Maybe he heard it.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑐᐠ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑎᑵᐣ 
3SG  okii-noontaanaatok okii-noontaanaatikwen 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ Maybe (his son) heard it.    
3OBV    
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we heard it (just us).  ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑐᐠ ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑎᑵᐣ 
1PL  nikii-noontaaminaatok nikii-noontaaminaatikwen 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we heard it (you incl.).  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑎᑵᐣ 
21  kikii-noontaaminaatok kikii-noontaaminaatikwen 
ᑮᓇᐚ Maybe you guys heard it.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑐᐠ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑎᑵᐣ 
2PL  kikii-noontaanaawaatok kikii-noontaanaawaatikwen 
ᐑᓇᐚ Maybe they heard it.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑐᐠ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑎᑵᐣ 
3PL  okii-noontaanaawaatok okii-noontaanaawaatikwen 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 

     
   Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

ᓃᐣ Maybe I heard it, before.  ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᓃᐣ 
1SG  nikii-noontaanaakopan nikii-noontaanaakopaniin 
ᑮᐣ Maybe you heard it, before.  ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᓃᐣ 
2SG  kikii-noontaanaakopan kikii-noontaanaakopaniin 
ᐑᐣ Maybe he heard it, before.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᑯᐸᓃᐣ 
3SG  okii-noontaanaakopan okii-noontaanaakopaniin 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ Maybe (his son) heard it, before.    
3OBV    
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we heard it, before (just 

us). 
 ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᓂᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

1PL  nikii-noontaaminaakopan nikii-noontaaminaakopan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ Maybe we heard it, before (you 

incl.). 
 ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

21  kikii-noontaaminaakopan kikii-noontaaminaakopan 
ᑮᓇᐚ Maybe you guys heard it, 

before. 
 ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑯᐸᐣ ᑭᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑯᐸᓃᐣ 

2PL  kikii-noontaanaawaakopan kikii-noontaanaawaakopaniin 
ᐑᓇᐚ Maybe they heard it, before.  ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑯᐸᐣ ᐅᑮᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᑯᐸᓃᐣ 
3PL  okii-noontaanaawaakopan okii-noontaanaawaakopaniin 
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Negative 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 

     
   Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

ᓃᐣ I’m don’t hear it.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᓇᐣ 
1SG  kaawin ninoontahsiin kaawin ninoontahsiinan 
ᑮᐣ You don’t hear it.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᓇᐣ 
2SG  kaawin kinoontahsiin kaawin kinoontahsiinan 
ᐑᐣ He doesn’t hear it.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᓇᐣ 
3SG  kaawin onoontahsiin kaawin onoontahsiinan 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) doesn’t hear it.    
3OBV    
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We don’t hear it (just us).  ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᒥᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᒥᓇᐣ 
1PL  kaawin ninoontahsiimin kaawin ninoontahsiiminan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We don’t hear it (you incl.).  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᒥᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᒥᓇᐣ 
21  kaawin kinoontahsiimin kaawin kinoontahsiiminan 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys don’t hear it.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐦᓰᓇᐣ 
2PL  kaawin kinoontaanaawaahsiin kaawin kinoontaanaawaahsiinan 
   or ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᓈᐚ  
     kaawin kinoontahsiinaawaa  
ᐑᓇᐚ They don’t hear it.  ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐦᓰᐣ ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑖᓈᐚᐦᓰᓇᐣ 
3PL  kaawin onoontaanaawaahsiin kaawin onoontaanaawaahsiinan 
   or ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᓅᐣᑕᐦᓰᓈᐚ  
     kaawin onoontahsiinaawaa  

 

  



22 | TI Conjunct 
 

TI Conjunct 
 

Neutral 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
 When/that…  Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

  

ᓃᐣ …I hear it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒫᐣ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒫᓇᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᔮᐣ ᐁᒦᒋᔮᐣ 
1SG  eh-noontamaan eh-noontamaanan eh-kocihtooyaan eh-miiciyaan 
     or ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᐣ  
       eh-kocihtoowaan  
ᑮᐣ …you hear it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒪᐣ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒪᓇᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᔭᐣ ᐁᒦᒋᔭᐣ 
2SG  eh-noontaman eh-noontamanan eh-kocihtooyan eh-miiciyan 
     or ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᐘᐣ  
       eh-kocihtoowan  
ᐑᐣ …he hears it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᐣᑭᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᐨ ᐁᒦᒋᐨ 
3SG  eh-noontank eh-noontankin eh-kocihtooc eh-miicic 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) hears it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᐣᑲᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᓂᐨ ᐁᒦᒋᓂᐨ 
3OBV  eh-noontank eh-noontankan eh-kocihtoonic eh-miicinic 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we hear it (just us).  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒫᐣᐠ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒫᐣᑲᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᒦᒋᔮᐣᐠ 
1PL  eh-noontamaank eh-noontamaankan eh-kocihtooyaank eh-miiciyaank 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we hear it (you incl.).  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒪᐣᑲᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᒦᒋᔭᐣᐠ 
21  eh-noontamank eh-noontamankan eh-kocihtooyank eh-miiciyank 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys hear it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒣᐠ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒣᑲᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᔦᐠ ᐁᒦᒋᔦᐠ 
2PL  eh-noontamek eh-noontamekan eh-kocihtooyek eh-miiciyek 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they hear it.  ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᐨ ᐁᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᒋᐣ ᐁᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᐨ ᐁᒦᒋᐚᐨ 
3PL  eh-noontamowaac eh-noontamowaacin eh-kocihtoowaac eh-miiciwaac 
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Preterit 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
 When/that…  Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

  

ᓃᐣ …I heard it, before.  ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒫᒼᐹᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒫᒼᐹᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᔮᒼᐹᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᔮᒼᐹᐣ 
1SG  kaa-noontamaampaan kaa-noontamaampaaniin kaa-kocihtooyaampaan kaa-miiciyaampaan 
ᑮᐣ …you heard it, before.  ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒪᒼᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒪᒼᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᔭᒼᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᔭᒼᐸᐣ 
2SG  kaa-noontamampan kaa-noontamampaniin kaa-kocihtooyampan kaa-miiciyampan 
ᐑᐣ …he heard it, before.  ᑳᓅᐣᑕᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᐣᑭᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐦᐸᐣ 
3SG  kaa-noontankipan kaa-noontankipaniin kaa-kocihtoohpan kaa-miicihpan 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) heard it, 

before. 
     

3OBV      
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we heard it, before 

(just us). 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒫᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒫᐣᑭᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

1PL  kaa-noontamaankipan kaa-noontamaankipaniin kaa-kocihtooyaankipan kaa-miiciyaankipan 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we heard it, before 

(you incl.). 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒪᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒪᐣᑭᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

21  kaa-noontamankipan kaa-noontamankipaniin kaa-kocihtooyankipan kaa-miiciyankipan 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys heard it, 

before. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒣᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒣᑭᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᔦᑭᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᔦᑭᐸᐣ 

2PL  kaa-noontamekipan kaa-noontamekipaniin kaa-kocihtooyekipan kaa-miiciyekipan 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they heard it, 

before. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒹᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒹᐦᐸᓃᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᐦᐸᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐚᐦᐸᐣ 

3PL  kaa-noontamwaahpan kaa-noontamwaahpaniin kaa-kocihtoowaahpan kaa-miiciwaahpan 
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Dubitative 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
 I don’t know if…  Singular Object 

‘I hear it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

  

ᓃᐣ …I might hear it.  ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᓀᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᓀᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᓀᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐚᓀᐣ 
1SG  ke-kii-noontamowaanen ke-kii-noontamowaanenan ke-kii-kocihtoowaanen ke-kii-miiciwaanen 
ᑮᐣ …you might hear it.  ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᓀᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᓀᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐘᓀᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐘᓀᐣ 
2SG  ke-kii-noontamowanen ke-kii-noontamowanenan ke-kii-kocihtoowanen ke-kii-miiciwanen 
ᐑᐣ …he might hear it.  ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᑵᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᑵᐣ 
3SG  ke-kii-noontamokwen ke-kii-noontamokwenan ke-kii-kocihtookwen ke-kii-miicikwen 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) might 

hear it. 
     

3OBV      
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might hear it 

(just us). 
 ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑯᑌᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑯᑌᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᑯᑌᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐚᑯᑌᐣ 

1PL  ke-kii-noontamowaakoten ke-kii-noontamowaakotenan ke-kii-kocihtoowaakoten ke-kii-miiciwaakoten 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might hear it 

(you incl.). 
 ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐣᑵᐣ  ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐣᑵᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐘᐣᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐘᐣᑵᐣ 

21  ke-kii-noontamowankwen  ke-kii-noontamowankwenan ke-kii-kocihtoowankwen ke-kii-miiciwankwen 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys might 

hear it. 
 ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐍᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐍᑵᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐍᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐍᑵᐣ 

2PL  ke-kii-noontamowekwen ke-kii-noontamowekwenan ke-kii-kocihtoowekwen ke-kii-miiciwekwen 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they might hear it.  ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑵᓇᐣ ᑫᑮᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᑵᐣ ᑫᑮᒦᒋᐚᑵᐣ 
3PL  ke-kii-noontamowaakwen ke-kii-noontamowaakwenan ke-kii-kocihtoowaakwen ke-kii-miiciwaakwen 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
   ‘hear it’ 

noont-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
 I don’t know when 

the last time was 
that… 

 
Singular Object 
‘I hear it.’ 

Plural Object 
‘I hear them (INAN).’ 

  

ᓃᐣ …I might have heard 
it. 

 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᒼᐹᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᒼᐹᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᒼᐹᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐚᒼᐹᓀᐣ 
1SG  kaa-noontamowaampaanen kaa-noontamowaampaanenan kaa-kocihtoowaampaanen kaa-miiciwaampaanen 
ᑮᐣ …you might have 

heard it. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐘᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐘᐸᓀᐣ 

2SG  kaa-noontamowapanen kaa-noontamowapanenan kaa-kocihtoowapanen kaa-miiciwapanen 
ᐑᐣ …he might have 

heard it. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

3SG  kaa-noontamokopanen kaa-noontamokopanenan kaa-kocihtookopanen kaa-miicikopanen 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …(his son) might 

have heard it. 
     

3OBV      
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might have 

heard it (just us). 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᐣᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐚᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

1PL  kaa-noontamowaankopanen kaa-noontamowaankopanenan kaa-kocihtoowaankopanen kaa-miiciwaankopanen 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we might have 

heard it (you incl.). 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐘᐣᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐘᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐘᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

21  kaa-noontamowankopanen kaa-noontamowankopanenan kaa-kocihtoowankopanen kaa-miiciwankopanen 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys might 

have heard it. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐍᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐍᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐍᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐍᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

2PL  kaa-noontamowekopanen kaa-noontamowekopanenan kaa-kocihtoowekopanen kaa-miiciwekopanen 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they might have 

heard it. 
 ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᓅᐣᑕᒧᐚᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ ᑳᑯᒋᐦᑑᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᑳᒦᒋᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

3PL  kaa-noontamowaakopanen kaa-noontamowaakopanenan kaa-kocihtoowaakopanen kaa-miiciwaakopanen 
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TI Imperative 
 

Immediate 
   ‘come get it’ 

pi-naasihk-am- 
 ‘try it’ 

kociht-oo- 
‘eat it’ 
miici- 

       
   Singular Object 

‘come get it.’ 
Plural Object 
‘come get them (INAN).’ 

  

ᑮᐣ (You) come get it.  ᐱᓈᓯᐦᑲᐣ ᐱᓈᓯᐦᑲᓇᐣ ᑯᒋᐦᑑᐣ ᒦᒋᐣ 
2SG  pi-naasihkan pi-naasihkanan kocihtoon miicin 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) come get 

it. 
 ᐱᓈᓯᐦᑲᒧᐠ  ᑯᒋᐦᑑᔫᐠ ᒦᒋᔫᐠ 

2PL  pi-naasihkamok  kocihtooyook miiciyook 
     or ᑯᒋᐦᑑᐠ or ᒦᒋᐠ 
        kocihtook    miicik 

 

 

Delayed 
      
ᑮᐣ (You) come get it, 

after. 
 ᐱᓈᓯᐦᑲᒧᐦᑲᐣ ᑯᒋᐦᑑᐦᑲᐣ ᒦᒌᐦᑲᐣ 

2SG  pi-naasihkamohkan kocihtoohkan miiciihkan 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) come get 

it, after. 
 ᐱᓈᓯᑲᒧᐦᑫᐠ ᑯᒋᐦᑑᐦᑫᐠ ᒦᒌᐦᑫᐠ 

2PL  pi-naasihkamohkek kocihtoohkek miiciihkek 
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4. Transitive Animate (TA) Verbs 
 

TA verbs have six stem types that affect inflection. These mainly show differences in the Imperative, where they are fully listed. The other paradigms 
mainly use verbs ending in -h since they are completely regular, and it is easier to isolate their endings in syllabics. The Neutral forms for stems ending in -
aw and -hw are also given for illustration. 

The TA paradigms are divided into four sections that help show their internal patterns. The third section contains Mixed 3PL forms which are always 
optional – the 3SG forms may be used if the speaker does not wish to be specific. 
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TA Independent 
Neutral: ‘help’ 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG You’re helping me. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᓑ  1SG>2SG I’m helping you. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐣ 
 kiwiicihihsh   kiwiicihin 
2PL>1SG You guys are helping me. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐋᐧ  1SG>2PL I’m helping you guys. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃ(ᓂ)ᓈᐋᐧ 
 kiwiicihihshinaawaa   kiwiicihi(ni)naawaa 
2SG>1PL You’re helping (us). 

(antipassive used) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧ  1PL>2SG We’re helping you. (same as 

passive) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ 

 kiwiicihiwe   kiwiicihikoo 
2PL>1PL You guys are helping (us). 

(antipassive used) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᐚ  1PL>2PL We’re helping you guys. 

(same as passive) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐋᐧ 

 kiwiicihiwenaawaa   kiwiicihikonaawaa 
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me  
1SG>3SG I am helping him. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋ  3SG>1SG He’s helping me. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᐠ 
 niwiicihaa   niwiicihik 
2SG>3SG You are helping him. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋ  3SG>2SG He’s helping you. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᐠ 
 kiwiicihaa   kiwiicihik 
1PL>3SG We’re helping him (just us). ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᐣ  3SG>1PL He’s helping us (just us). 

(same as passive) 
ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ 

 niwiicihaamin   niwiicihikoomin 
  or ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋᓈᐣ    or ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐣ 
  niwiicihaanaan       niwiicihikonaan 
21>3SG We’re helping him (you 

incl.). 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᐣ  3SG>21 He’s helping us (you incl.). 

(same as passive) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ 

 kiwiicihaamin   kiwiicihikoomin 
2PL>3SG You guys are helping him. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋᐋᐧ  3SG>2PL He’s helping you guys. 

(same as passive) 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐋᐧ 

 kiwiicihaawaa   kiwiicihikonaawaa 
      or ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚ 
         kiwiicihikowaa 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me  
1SG>3PL I am helping them. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋᐠ  3PL>1SG They’re helping me. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐠ 
 niwiicihaak   niwiicihikook 
2SG>3PL You are helping them. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋᐠ  3PL>2SG They’re helping you. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐠ 
 kiwiicihaak   kiwiicihikook 
1PL>3PL We’re helping them (just 

us). 
ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓇᐠ  3PL>1PL They’re helping us (just us). 

(same as passive) 
ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ 

 niwiicihaaminak   niwiicihikoomin 
  or ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐋᓈᓇᐠ    or ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᓇᐠ 
  niwiicihaanaanak    niwiicihikonaanak 
21>3PL We’re helping them (you 

incl.). 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓇᐠ  3PL>21 They’re helping us (you 

incl.). 
(same as passive) 

ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ 
 kiwiicihaaminak   kiwiicihikoomin 

2PL>3PL You guys are helping them. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐋᐋᐧᐠ  3PL>2PL They’re helping you guys. 
(same as passive) 

ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐋᐧ 
 kiwiicihaawaak   kiwiicihikonaawaa 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him  
3SG>3OBV He is helping him (OBV). ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐋᐣ  3OBV>3SG He (OBV) is helping him. ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐣ 
 owiicihaan   owiicihikoon 
3PL>3OBV They are helping him. ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐋᐋᐧᐣ  3OBV>3PL He (OBV) is helping them. ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐣ 
 owiicihaawaan   owiicihikowaan 
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Neutral: ‘tell’ and ‘follow’ 
Two other stems are illustrated here in the neutral. These each follow predictable patterns, but are given here in full for ease of reference. 1. For TA stems 
that end in final /aw/ (wiintamaw- ‘tell’), the final becomes /aa/ before endings beginning with -iko. Stems ending in /hw/ affect a following /i/ so that 
/hwi/ becomes [ho]. 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

  wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
 ‘follow’ 

   wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
‘follow’ 

         
LOCAL  You ® Me     I ® You  
2SG>1SG You’re telling 

me. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᓑ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᓑ  1SG>2SG I’m telling 
you. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐣ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐣ 

 kiwiintamawihsh kipiminishahohsh   kiwiintamawin kipiminishahon 
2PL>1SG You guys are 

telling me. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᓈᐚ  1SG>2PL I’m telling 
you guys. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏ(ᓂ)ᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅ(ᓂ)ᓈᐚ 

 kiwiintamawihshinaawaa kipiminishahohshinaawaa   kiwiintamawi(ni)naawaa kipiminishaho(ni)naawaa 
2SG>1PL You’re telling 

(us). ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐍ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍ  1PL>2SG We’re telling 
you. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰ 

 kiwiintamawiwe kipiminishahowe   kiwiintamaakoo kipiminishahokoo 
2PL>1PL You guys are 

telling (us). ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐍᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍᓈᐚ  1PL>2PL We’re telling 
you guys. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓈᐚ 

 kiwiintamawiwenaawaa kipiminishahowenaawaa   kiwiintamaakonaawaa kipiminishahokonaawaa 
         
MIXED 
(3SG)  You / I ® Him     He ® You / Me  
1SG>3SG I am telling 

him. 
ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚ  3SG>1SG He’s telling 

me. 
ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᐠ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐠ 

 niwiintamawaa nipiminishahwaa   niwiintamaak nipiminishahok 
2SG>3SG You are telling 

him. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚ  3SG>2SG He’s telling 
you. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᐠ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐠ 

 kiwiintamawaa kipiminishahwaa   kiwiintamaak kipiminishahok 
1PL>3SG We’re telling 

him (just us). ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᒥᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᒥᐣ  3SG>1PL He’s telling 
us (just us). 

ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᒥᐣ 
 niwiintamawaamin nipiminishahwaamin   niwiintamaakoomin nipiminishahokoomin 
       or ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓈᐣ or ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓈᐣ 
       niwiintamaakonaan nipiminishahokonaan 
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21>3SG We’re telling 
him (you 
incl.). 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᒥᐣ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᒥᐣ  3SG>21 He’s telling 
us (you 
incl.). 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᒥᐣ 
 kiwiintamawaamin kipiminishahwaamin   kiwiintamaakoomin kipiminishahokoomin 
2PL>3SG You guys are 

telling him. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐚ  3SG>2PL He’s telling 
you guys. 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓈᐚ 
 kiwiintamawaawaa kipiminishahwaawaa   kiwiintamaakonaawaa kipiminishahokonaawaa 
       or ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᐚ or ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᐚ 
       kiwiintamaakowaa kipiminishahokowaa 
         
MIXED 
(3PL)  You / I ® Them     They ® You / Me  
1SG>3PL I am telling 

them. ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐠ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐠ  3PL>1SG They’re 
telling me. ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᐠ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᐠ 

 niwiintamawaak nipiminishahwaak   niwiintamaakook nipiminishahokook 
2SG>3PL You are telling 

them. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐠ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐠ  3PL>2SG They’re 
telling you. ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᐠ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᐠ 

 kiwiintamawaak kipiminishahwaak   kiwiintamaakook kipiminishahokook 
1PL>3PL We’re telling 

them (just us). ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᒥᓇᐠ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᒥᓇᐠ  3PL>1PL They’re 
telling us 
(just us). 

ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᒥᐣ 
 niwiintamawaaminak nipiminishahwaaminak   niwiintamaakoomin nipiminishahokoomin 
  or ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᓈᓇᐠ or ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᓈᓇᐠ    or ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓈᓇᐠ or ᓂᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓈᓇᐠ 
  niwiintamawaanaanak nipiminishahwaanaanak    niwiintamaakonaanak nipiminishahokonaanak 
21>3PL We’re telling 

them (you 
incl.). 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᒥᓇᐠ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᒥᓇᐠ  3PL>21 They’re 
telling us 
(you incl.). 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᒥᐣ 
 kiwiintamawaaminak kipiminishahwaaminak   kiwiintamaakoomin kipiminishahokoomin 
2PL>3PL You guys are 

telling them. 
ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐚᐠ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐚᐠ  3PL>2PL They’re 

telling you 
guys. 

ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓈᐚ ᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓈᐚ 
 kiwiintamawaawaak kipiminishahwaawaak   kiwiintamaakonaawaa kipiminishahokonaawaa 
         
NON-
LOCAL  S/he ® Him (OBV)     S/he (OBV) ® Him  
3SG 
>3OBV 

He is telling 
him (OBV). ᐅᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐣ  3OBV 

>3SG 
He (OBV) is 
telling him. ᐅᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᐣ 

 owiintamawaan opiminishahwaan   owiintamaakoon opiminishahokoon 
3PL>3OBV They are 

telling him. ᐅᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐚᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐚᐣ  3OBV>3PL He (OBV) is 
telling them. ᐅᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᐚᐣ ᐅᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᐚᐣ 

 owiintamawaawaan opiminishahwaawaan   owiintamaakowaan opiminishahokowaan 
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Preterit 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG You helped me, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐸᐣ  1SG>2SG I helped you, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᐸᐣ 
 kikii-wiicihihshinaapan   kikii-wiicihinaapan 
2PL>1SG You guys helped me, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐚᐸᐣ  1SG>2PL I helped you guys, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᐚᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihihshinaawaapan   kikii-wiicihinaawaapan 
2SG>1PL You helped (us), before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᐸᐣ  1PL>2SG We helped you, before. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐸᐣ 
 kikii-wiicihiwenaapan   nikii-wiicihikonaapan 
2PL>1PL You guys helped (us), 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᐸᐣ  1PL>2PL We helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᓈᐚᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihiwenaapan   kikii-wiicihikoonaawaapan 
  or ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᐚᐸᐣ     
  kikii-wiicihiwenaawaapan     
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me  
1SG>3SG I helped him, before. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᐣ  3SG>1SG He helped me, before. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐸᐣ 
 nikii-wiicihaapan   nikii-wiicihikopan 
2SG>3SG You helped him, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᐣ  3SG>2SG He helped you, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐸᐣ 
 kikii-wiicihaapan   kikii-wiicihikopan 
1PL>3SG We helped him, before 

(just us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᐸᐣ  3SG>1PL He helped us, before (just 

us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

 nikii-wiicihaaminaapan   nikii-wiicihikoominaapan 
21>3SG We helped him, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᐸᐣ  3SG>21 He helped us, before (you 

incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihaaminaapan   kikii-wiicihikoominaapan 
2PL>3SG You guys helped him, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᐸᐣ  3SG>2PL He helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihaawaapan   kikii-wiicihikowaapan 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL I helped them, before. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᓃᐠ  3PL>1SG They helped me, before. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐸᓃᐠ 
 nikii-wiicihaapaniik   nikii-wiicihikoopaniik 
2SG>3PL You helped them, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᓃᐠ  3PL>2SG They helped you, before. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐸᓃᐠ 
 kikii-wiicihaapaniik   kikii-wiicihikoopaniik 
1PL>3PL We helped them, before 

(just us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᐸᓃᐠ  3PL>1PL They helped us, before 

(just us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

 nikii-wiicihaaminaapaniik   nikii-wiicihikoominaapan 
21>3PL We helped them, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᐸᓃᐠ  3PL>21 They helped us, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihaaminaapaniik   kikii-wiicihikoominaapan 
2PL>3PL You guys helped them, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᓃᐠ  3PL>2PL They helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihaapaniik   kikii-wiicihikowaapan 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV He helped him (OBV), 
before. 

ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐸᓃᐣ  3OBV>3SG He (OBV) helped him, 
before. 

ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐸᐣ 
 okii-wiicihaapaniin   okii-wiicihikopan 
3PL>3OBV They helped him, before. ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᐸᓃᐣ  3OBV>3PL He (OBV) helped them, 

before. 
ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐸᓃᐣ 

 okii-wiicihaawaapaniin   okii-wiicihikowaapaniin 
 

  



34 | TA Independent 
 

Dubitative 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG Maybe you helped me. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᑐᐠ  1SG>2SG Maybe I helped you. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᑐᐠ 
 kikii-wiicihihshinaatok   kikii-wiicihinaatok 
2PL>1SG Maybe you guys 

helped me. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐚᑐᐠ  1SG>2PL Maybe I helped you guys. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᐚᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihihshinaawaatok   kikii-wiicihinaawaatok 
2SG>1PL Maybe you helped 

(us). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᑐᐠ  1PL>2SG Maybe we helped you. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihiwenaatok   kikii-wiicihikonaatok 
2PL>1PL Maybe you guys 

helped (us). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᐚᑐᐠ  1PL>2PL Maybe we helped you guys. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᓈᐚᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihiwenaawaatok   kikii-wiicihikoonaawaatok 
  or ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᑐᐠ      
     kikii-wiicihiwenaatok      
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG Maybe I helped him. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑐᐠ  3SG>1SG Maybe he helped me. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᑐᐠ 
 nikii-wiicihaatok   nikii-wiicihikotok 
2SG>3SG Maybe you helped 

him. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑐᐠ  3SG>2SG Maybe he helped you. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaatok   kikii-wiicihikotok 
1PL>3SG Maybe we helped him 

(just us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑐᐠ  3SG>1PL Maybe he helped us (just 

us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᐠ 

 nikii-wiicihaaminaatok   nikii-wiicihikoominaatok 
21>3SG Maybe we helped him 

(you incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑐᐠ  3SG>21 Maybe he helped us (you 

incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaaminaatok   kikii-wiicihikoominaatok 
2PL>3SG Maybe you guys 

helped him. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑐᐠ  3SG>2PL Maybe he helped you guys. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᓈᐚᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaawaatok   kikii-wiicihikoonaawaatok 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL Maybe I helped them. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑎᑵᓇᐠ  3PL>1SG Maybe they helped me. ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᑎᑵᓇᐠ 
 nikii-wiicihaatikwenak   nikii-wiicihikotikwenak 
2SG>3PL Maybe you helped 

them. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑎᑵᓇᐠ  3PL>2SG Maybe they helped you. ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᑐᑵᓇᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaatikwenak   kikii-wiicihikotokwenak 
1PL>3PL Maybe we helped 

them (just us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑎᑵᓇᐠ  3PL>1PL Maybe they helped us (just 

us). 
ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᐠ 

 nikii-wiicihaaminaatikwenak   nikii-wiicihikoominaatok 
       or ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᑵᓇᐠ 
          nikii-wiicihikoominaatokwenak 
21>3PL Maybe we helped 

them (you incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑎᑵᓇᐠ  3PL>21 Maybe They helped us (you 

incl.). 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaaminaatikwenak   kikii-wiicihikoominaatok 
       or ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑐᑵᓇᐠ 
          kikii-wiicihikoominaatokwenak 
2PL>3PL Maybe you guys 

helped them. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑎᑵᓇᐠ  3PL>2PL Maybe they helped you 

guys. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᓈᐚᑐᑵᓇᐠ 

 kikii-wiicihaawaatikwenak   kikii-wiicihikoonaawaatokwenak 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV Maybe he helped him 
(OBV). 

ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑎᑵᐣ  3OBV>3SG Maybe he (OBV) helped him. ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᑎᑵᐣ 
 okii-wiicihaatikwen   okii-wiicihikotikwen 
3PL>3OBV Maybe they helped 

him. 
ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑎᑵᐣ  3OBV>3PL Maybe he (OBV) helped 

them. 
ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᑎᑵᐣ 

 okii-wiicihaawaatikwen   okii-wiicihikowaatikwen 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
The inverse forms ending with -ikoo(ko)pan contract in fluid speech to -ikoo-pan. Forms marked with ‘#’ are not common and were supplied with 
hesitation.  

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG Maybe you helped 

me, before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᑯᐸᐣ  1SG>2SG Maybe I helped you, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihihshinaakopan   kikii-wiicihinaakopan 
2PL>1SG Maybe you guys 

helped me, before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐚᑯᐸᐣ  1SG>2PL Maybe I helped you 

guys, before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᐚᑯᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihihshinaawaakopan   kikii-wiicihinaawaakopan 
2SG>1PL Maybe you helped 

(us), before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᓈᑯᐸᐣ  1PL>2SG Maybe we helped you, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᑯᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihiwenaakopan   kikii-wiicihikonaakopan 
2PL>1PL Maybe you guys 

helped (us), before. 
  1PL>2PL Maybe we helped you 

guys, before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐚᑯᐸᐣ 

    kikii-wiicihikonaawaakopan 
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG Maybe I helped him, 
before. 

ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑯᐸᐣ  3SG>1SG Maybe he helped me, 
before. 

ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ(ᑯ)ᐸᐣ 
 nikii-wiicihaakopan   nikii-wiicihikoo(ko)pan 
2SG>3SG Maybe you helped 

him, before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑯᐸᐣ  3SG>2SG Maybe he helped you, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ(ᑯ)ᐸᐣ 

 kikii-wiicihaakopan   kikii-wiicihikoo(ko)pan 
1PL>3SG Maybe we helped 

him, before (just 
us). 

ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ  3SG>1PL Maybe he helped us, 
before (just us). 

# ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 
 nikii-wiicihaaminaakopan   #nikii-wiicihikoominaakopan 

21>3SG Maybe we helped 
him, before (you 
incl.). 

ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ  3SG>21 Maybe he helped us, 
before (you incl.). 

# ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᓈᑯᐸᐣ 
 kikii-wiicihaaminaakopan   #kikii-wiicihikoominaakopan 

2PL>3SG Maybe you guys 
helped him, before. 

ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑯᐸᐣ  3SG>2PL Maybe he helped you 
guys, before. 

ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᑯᐸᐣ 
 kikii-wiicihaawaakopan   kikii-wiicihikowaakopan 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL Maybe I helped 
them, before. 

(use 3SG forms)  3PL>1SG Maybe they helped me, 
before. 

ᓂᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ(ᑯ)ᐸᓃᐠ 
    nikii-wiicihikoo(ko)paniik 
2SG>3PL Maybe you helped 

them, before. 
  3PL>2SG Maybe they helped you, 

before. 
ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ(ᑯ)ᐸᓃᐠ 

    kikii-wiicihikoo(ko)paniik 
1PL>3PL Maybe we helped 

them, before (just 
us). 

  3PL>1PL Maybe they helped us, 
before (just us). 

 
     

21>3PL Maybe we helped 
them, before (you 
incl.). 

  3PL>21 Maybe They helped us, 
before (you incl.). 

 
     

2PL>3PL Maybe you guys 
helped them, before. 

  3PL>2PL Maybe they helped you 
guys, before. 

ᑭᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐚᑯᐸᓃᐠ 
    kikii-wiicihikoowaakopaniik 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV Maybe he helped 
him (OBV), before. 

ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᑯᐸᐣ  3OBV>3SG Maybe he (OBV) helped 
him, before. 

ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᑯᐸᐣ 
 okii-wiicihaakopan   okii-wiicihikoo(ko)pan 
3PL>3OBV Maybe they helped 

him, before. 
ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑯᐸᐣ  3OBV>3PL Maybe he (OBV) helped 

them, before. 
ᐅᑮᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᑯᐸᐣ 

 okii-wiicihaawaakopan   okii-wiicihikowaakopan 
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Negative 
Negative forms are given here with future tense (ka-, ta-). Note that in fluid speech the combination kika- (‘you’ + future tense) is usually just pronounced 
ka-. The verb stem piih- ‘wait’ follows the same pattern as wiicih- ‘help’. It is used here for clarity since wiicih- ‘help’ shows some additional phonological 
variation in a few forms. 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG You’re not going to 

wait for me. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃ(ᐦᓯ)ᐦᓰᐣ  1SG>2SG I’m not going to wait 

for you. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᐦᓯᓅᐣ 

 kaawin kika-piihi(hsi)hsiin   kaawin kika-piihihsinoon 
2PL>1SG You guys aren’t going 

to wait for me. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐚᐦᓰᐣ  1SG>2PL I’m not going to wait 

for you guys. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᐦᓯᓅᓈᐚ 

 kaawin kika-piihihshinaawaahsiin   kaawin kika-piihihsinoonaawaa 
       or ᑲᐲᐦᐃᓈᐚᐦᓰᐣ 
         ka-piihinaawaahsiin 
2SG>1PL You’re not going to 

wait for us. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᐍᐦᓰᐣ  1PL>2SG We’re not going to 

wait for you. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑰᐦᓰᐣ 

 kaawin kika-piihiwehsiin   kaawin kika-piihikoohsiin 
2PL>1PL You guys aren’t going 

to wait for us. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᐍᐦᓰᓈᐚ  1PL>2PL We’re not going to 

wait for you guys. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑰᐦᓰᓈᐚ 

 kaawin kika-piihiwehsiinaawaa   kaawin kika-piihikoohsiinaawaa 
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG I’m not going to wait 
for him. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᐣ  3SG>1SG He’s not going to wait 
for me. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐣ 
 kaawin nika-piihaahsiin   kaawin nika-piihikohsiin 
2SG>3SG You’re not going to 

wait for him. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᐣ  3SG>2SG He’s not going to wait 

for you. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐣ 

 kaawin kika-piihaahsiin   kaawin kika-piihikohsiin 
1PL>3SG We’re not going to 

wait for him (just us). 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᒥᐣ  3SG>1PL He’s not going to wait 

for us (just us). 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᒥᐣ 

 kaawin nika-piihaahsiimin   kaawin nika-piihikohsiimin 
21>3SG We’re not going to 

wait for him (you 
incl.). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᒥᐣ  3SG>21 He’s not going to wait 
for us (you incl.). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᒥᐣ 
 kaawin kika-piihaahsiimin   kaawin kika-piihikohsiimin 

2PL>3SG You guys aren’t going 
to wait for him. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐚᐦᓰᐣ  3SG>2PL He’s not going to wait 
for you guys. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐠ 
 kaawin kika-piihaawaahsiin   kaawin kika-piihikohsiik 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL I’m not going to wait 
for them. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᐠ  3PL>1SG They’re not going to 
wait for me. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐠ 
 kaawin nika-piihaahsiik   kaawin nika-piihikohsiik 
2SG>3PL You’re not going to 

wait for them. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᐠ  3PL>2SG They’re not going to 

wait for you. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐠ 

 kaawin kika-piihaahsiik   kaawin kika-piihikohsiik 
1PL>3PL We’re not going to 

wait for them (just 
us). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᒥᐣ  3PL>1PL They’re not going to 
wait for us (just us). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᒥᐣ 
 kaawin nika-piihaahsiimin   kaawin nika-piihikohsiimin 
 or ᑳᐏᐣ ᓂᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᒥᓇᐠ     
     kaawin nika-piihaahsiiminak      
21>3PL We’re not going to 

wait for them (you 
incl.). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᒥᓇᐠ  3PL>21 They’re not going to 
wait for us (you incl.) 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᒥᐣ 
 kaawin kika-piihaahsiiminak   kaawin kika-piihikohsiimin 

2PL>3PL You guys aren’t going 
to wait for them. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐋᐚᐦᓰᐠ  3PL>2PL They’re not going to 
wait for you guys. 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᑭᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐠ 
 kaawin kika-piihaawaahsiik   kaawin kika-piihikohsiik 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV He’s not going to 
wait for him (OBV). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᑲᐲᐦᐋᐦᓰᐣ  3OBV>3SG He (OBV) isn’t going to 
wait for him (PROX). 

ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐦᓰᐣ 
 kaawin oka-piihaahsiin   kaawin oka-piihikohsiin 
3PL>3OBV They aren’t going to 

wait for him. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᑲᐲᐦᐋᐚᐦᓰᐣ  3OBV>3PL He (OBV) isn’t going to 

wait for them. 
ᑳᐏᐣ ᐅᑲᐲᐦᐃᑯᐚᐦᓰᐣ 

 kaawin oka-piihaawaahsiin   kaawin oka-piihikowaahsiin 
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TA Conjunct 
Neutral: ‘help’ 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

 When/ that…      
       
LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG …you’re helping me. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔭᐣ  1SG>2SG …I’m helping you. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᐣ 
 eh-wiicihihshiyan   eh-wiicihinaan 
2PL>1SG …you guys are 

helping me. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔦᐠ  1SG>2PL …I’m helping you 

guys. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃ(ᓂ)ᓇᑯᐠ 

 eh-wiicihihshiyek   eh-wiicihi(ni)nakok 
2SG>1PL …you’re helping 

(us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᔭᐣ  1PL>2SG …we’re helping 

you. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣ 

 eh-wiicihiweyan   eh-wiicihikooyan 
2PL>1PL …you guys are 

helping (us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔮᐣᐠ  1PL>2PL …we’re helping you 

guys. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ 

 eh-wiicihihshiyaank   eh-wiicihikooyek 
       
MIXED (3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me  
1SG>3SG …I am helping him. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐊᐠ  3SG>1SG …he’s helping me. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐨ 
 eh-wiicihak   eh-wiicihihshic 
2SG>3SG …you are helping 

him. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐊᐨ  3SG>2SG …he’s helping you. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐠ 

 eh-wiicihac   eh-wiicihik 
1PL>3SG …we’re helping him 

(just us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔮᐣᐠ  3SG>1PL …he’s helping us 

(just us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayaank   eh-wiicihikooyaank 
21>3SG …we’re helping him 

(you incl.). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔭᐣᐠ  3SG>21 …he’s helping us 

(you incl.). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayank   eh-wiicihikooyank 
2PL>3SG …you guys are 

helping him. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔦᐠ  3SG>2PL …he’s helping you 

guys. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayek   eh-wiicihikooyek 
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MIXED (3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me  
1SG>3PL …I am helping them. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐊᑳᐧ  3PL>1SG …they’re helping 

me. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐋᐧᐨ 

 eh-wiicihakwaa   eh-wiicihihshiwaac 
2SG>3PL …you are helping 

them. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐊᑖᐧ  3PL>2SG …they’re helping 

you. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᑳᐧ 

 eh-wiicihatwaa   eh-wiicihihkwaa 
1PL>3PL …we’re helping 

them (just us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔮᐣᐠ  3PL>1PL …they’re helping us 

(just us). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayaank   eh-wiicihikooyaank 
  or ᐁᑮᐑᒋᐦᐋᔮᐣᑭᑤ    or ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣᑭᑤ 
     eh-wiicihaayaankitwaa      eh-wiicihikoyaankitwaa 
21>3PL …we’re helping 

them (you incl.). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔭᐣᐠ  3PL>21 …they’re helping us 

(you incl.). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayank   eh-wiicihikooyank 
  or ᐁᑮᐑᒋᐦᐊᐣᑭᑤ    or ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᔭᐦᒁ 
     eh-wiicihankitwaa       eh-wiicihiyahkwaa 
2PL>3PL ….you guys are 

helping them. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᔦᒁ  3PL>2PL …they’re helping 

you guys. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ 

 eh-wiicihaayekwaa   eh-wiicihikooyek 
      or ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔦᒁ 
         eh-wiicihikoyekwaa 
       
NON-LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him  
3SG>3OBV …he is helping him 

(OBV). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᐨ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) is 

helping him. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐨ 

 eh-wiicihaac   eh-wiicihikoc 
3PL>3OBV …they are helping 

him. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᐋᐧᐨ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) is 

helping them. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐨ 

 eh-wiicihaawaac   eh-wiicihikowaac 
3SG>3OBV.PL …he is helping them 

(OBV). 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᒋᐣ  3OBV.PL>3SG …they (OBV) are 

helping him. 
ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᒋᐣ 

eh-wiicihaacin  eh-wiicihikocin 
3OBV>3OBV 
(direct) 

…he (OBV1) is 
helping him (OBV2). 

ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᓂᐨ  3OBV>3OBV 
(inverse) 

…he (OBV2) is 
helping him (OBV1). 

ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓂᐨ 
eh-wiicihaanic  eh-wiicihikonic 
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Neutral: ‘tell’ and ‘follow’ 
As in the independent, for TA stems that end in final /aw/ (wiintamaw- ‘tell’), the final becomes /aa/ before endings beginning with -iko. Stems ending in 
/hw/ affect a following /i/ so that /hwi/ becomes [ho]. These predictable patterns are illustrated here in full for ease of reference.  

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

  wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
 ‘follow’ 

   wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
‘follow’ 

 When/that…        
LOCAL  You ® Me     I ® You  
2SG>1SG …you’re 

helping me. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᔭᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᔭᐣ  1SG>2SG …I’m helping 

you. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᓈᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᓈᐣ 

 eh-wiintamawihshiyan eh-piminishahohshiyan  eh-wiintamawinaan eh-piminishahonaan 
2PL>1SG …you guys 

are helping 
me. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᔦᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᔦᐠ  1SG>2PL …I’m helping 
you guys. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏ(ᓂ)ᓇᑯᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅ(ᓂ)ᓂᑯᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawihshiyek eh-piminishahohshiyek  eh-wiintamawi(ni)nakok eh-piminishaho(ni)nikok 
2SG>1PL …you’re 

helping (us). 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐍᔭᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍᔭᐣ  1PL>2SG …we’re 

helping you. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔭᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔭᐣ 

 eh-wiintamawiweyan eh-piminishahoweyan  eh-wiintamaakooyan eh-piminishahokooyan 
2PL>1PL …you guys 

are helping 
(us). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᔮᐣᐠ  1PL>2PL …we’re 
helping you 
guys. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔦᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔦᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawihshiyaank eh-piminishahohshiyaank  eh-wiintamaakooyek eh-piminishahokooyek 
         
MIXED 
(3SG)  You / I ® Him     He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG …I am 
helping him. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐘᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐘᐠ  3SG>1SG …he’s helping 
me. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᐨ 
 eh-wiintamawak eh-piminishahwak  eh-wiintamawihshic eh-piminishahohshic 
2SG>3SG …you are 

helping him. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐘᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐘᐨ  3SG>2SG …he’s helping 

you. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐠ 

 eh-wiintamawac eh-piminishahwac  eh-wiintamawik eh-piminishahok 
1PL>3SG …we’re 

helping him 
(just us). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔮᐣᐠ  3SG>1PL …he’s helping 
us (just us). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔮᐣᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayaank eh-piminishahwaayaank  eh-wiintamaakooyaank eh-piminishahokooyaank 
21>3SG …we’re 

helping him 
(you incl.). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔭᐣᐠ  3SG>21 …he’s helping 
us (you incl.). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑳᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔭᐣᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayank eh-piminishahwaayank  eh-wiintamaakaayank eh-piminishahokooyank 
2PL>3SG …you guys 

are helping 
him. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔦᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔦᐠ  3SG>2PL …he’s helping 
you guys. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔦᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔦᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayek eh-piminishahwaayek  eh-wiintamaakooyek eh-piminishahokooyek 
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MIXED 
(3PL)  You / I ® Them     They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL …I am 
helping them. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐘᒁ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐘᒁ  3PL>1SG …they’re 
helping me. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᐚᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᐚᐨ 
 eh-wiintamawakwaa eh-piminishahwakwaa  eh-wiintamawihshiwaac eh-piminishahohshiwaac 
2SG>3PL …you are 

helping them. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐘᑤ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐘᑤ  3PL>2SG …they’re 

helping you. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᒁ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᒁ 

 eh-wiintamawatwaa eh-piminishahwatwaa  eh-wiintamawihkwaa eh-piminishahohkwaa 
1PL>3PL …we’re 

helping them 
(just us). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔮᐣᐠ  3PL>1PL …they’re 
helping us 
(just us). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔮᐣᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayaank eh-piminishahwaayaank  eh-wiintamaakooyaank eh-piminishahokooyaank 
 or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔮᐣᑭᑤ or ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔮᐣᑭᑤ   or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᔮᐣᑭᑤ or ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᔮᐣᑭᑤ 
  eh-wiintamawaayaankitwaa eh-piminishahwaayaankitwaa    eh-wiintamaakoyaankitwaa eh-piminishahokoyaankitwaa 
21>3PL …we’re 

helping them 
(you incl.). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔭᐣᐠ  3PL>21 …they’re 
helping us 
(you incl.). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔭᐣᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayank eh-piminishahwaayank  eh-wiintamaakooyank eh-piminishahokooyank 
  or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐘᐣᑭᑤ or ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐘᐣᑭᑤ    or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᔭᐦᒁ or ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᔭᐦᒁ 
  eh-wiintamawankitwaa eh-piminishahwankitwaa     eh-wiintamawiyahkwaa   eh-piminishahoyahkwaa 
2PL>3PL ….you guys 

are helping 
them. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᔦᒁ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᔦᒁ  3PL>2PL …they’re 
helping you 
guys. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔦᐠ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᔦᐠ 
 eh-wiintamawaayekwaa eh-piminishahwaayekwaa  eh-wiintamaakooyek eh-piminishahokooyek 
     or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᔦᒁ or ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᔦᒁ 
        eh-wiintamaakoyekwaa eh-piminishahokoyekwaa 
         
NON-
LOCAL  S/he ® Him (OBV)     S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV …he is 
helping him 
(OBV). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐨ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) is 
helping him. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᐨ 
 eh-wiintamawaac eh-piminishahwaac  eh-wiintamaakoc eh-piminishahokoc 
3PL>3OBV …they are 

helping him. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐚᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐚᐨ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) is 

helping them. 
ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᐚᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᐚᐨ 

 eh-wiintamawaawaac eh-piminishahwaawaac  eh-wiintamaakowaac eh-piminishahokowaac 
3SG 
>3OBV.PL 

…he is 
helping them 
(OBV). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᒋᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᒋᐣ  3OBV.PL 
>3SG 

…they (OBV) 
are helping 
him. 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᒋᐣ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᒋᐣ 
eh-wiintamawaacin eh-piminishahwaacin  eh-wiintamaakocin eh-piminishahokocin 

3OBV 
>3OBV 
(direct) 

…he (OBV1) is 
helping him 
(OBV2). 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᓂᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᓂᐨ  3OBV 
>3OBV 
(inverse) 

…he (OBV2) is 
helping him. 
(OBV1) 

ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑯᓂᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑯᓂᐨ 
eh-wiintamawaanic eh-piminishahwaanic  eh-wiintamaakonic eh-piminishahokonic 
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Preterit 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

 When/ that…      
       
LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG …you helped me, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔭᒼᐸᐣ  1SG>2SG …I helped you, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᓈᒼᐹᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihihshiyampan   kaa-wiicihinaampaan 
2PL>1SG …you guys helped me. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔦᑭᐸᐣ  1SG>2PL …I helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᓇᑰᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihihshiyekipan   kaa-wiicihinakookipan 
2SG>1PL …you helped (us), before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᔑᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ   1PL>2SG …we helped you, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᒼᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihishiyaankipan    kaa-wiicihikooyampan 
  or ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᔭᒼᐸᐣ     
    kaa-wiicihiweyampan     
2PL>1PL …you guys helped (us), 

before. 
(use 2SG)  1PL>2PL …we helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᓇᑰᑭᐸᐣ 

    kaa-wiicihinakookipan 
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG …I helped him, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᑭᐸᐣ  3SG>1SG …he helped me, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐸᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihakipan   kaa-wiicihihshipan 
2SG>3SG …you helped him, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᑎᐸᐣ  3SG>2SG …he helped you, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑭᐸᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihatipan   kaa-wiicihikipan 
1PL>3SG …we helped him, before 

(just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ  3SG>1PL …he helped us, before 

(just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaayaankipan   kaa-wiicihikooyaankipan 
21>3SG …we helped him, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ  3SG>21 …he helped us, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaayankipan   kaa-wiicihikooyankipan 
2PL>3SG …you guys helped him, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᔦᑭᐸᐣ  3SG>2PL …he helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔦᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaayekipan   kaa-wiicihikoyekipan 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL …I helped them, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᒁᐸᐣ  3PL>1SG …they helped me, 
before. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐚᐦᐸᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihakwaapan   kaa-wiicihihshiwaahpan 
2SG>3PL …you helped them, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᑤᐸᐣ  3PL>2SG …they helped you, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᒁᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihatwaapan   kaa-wiicihikwaapan 
1PL>3PL …we helped them, before 

(just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᐣᑭᑤᐸᐣ  3PL>1PL …they helped us, before 

(just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihankitwaapan   kaa-wiicihikoyaankipan 
21>3PL …we helped them, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᐣᑭᑤᐸᐣ  3PL>21 …they helped us, before 

(you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihankitwaapan   kaa-wiicihikoyankipan 
2PL>3PL ….you guys helped them, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᑤᐸᐣ  3PL>2PL …they helped you guys, 

before. 
ᑳᐲᐦᐃᐦᒁᐸᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihatwaapan   kaa-piihihkwaapan 
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV …he helped him (OBV), 
before. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᐸᐣ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) helped him, 
before. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐦᐸᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihaahpan   kaa-wiicihikohpan 
3PL>3OBV …they helped him, before. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᐦᐸᐣ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) helped them, 

before. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐦᐸᓃᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaawaahpan   kaa-wiicihikohpaniin 
3SG 
>3OBV.PL 

…he helped them (OBV), 
before. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᐸᓃᐣ  3OBV.PL>3SG …they (OBV) helped 
him, before. 

 
kaa-wiicihaahpaniin   

3OBV>3OBV 
(direct) 

…he (OBV1) helped him 
(OBV2), before. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᓂᐦᐸᐣ  3OBV>3OBV 
(inverse) 

…he (OBV2) helped him 
(OBV1), before. 

 
kaa-wiicihaanihpan   
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Dubitative 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

 I don’t know when…      
       
LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG …you might help me. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐚᓀᐣ  1SG>2SG …I might help you. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᓂᐚᓀᐣ 
 ke-wiicihihshiwaanen   ke-wiicihiniwaanen 
2PL>1SG …you guys might help me. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐍᑵᐣ  1SG>2PL …I might help you 

guys. 
(use 2SG) 

 ke-wiicihihshiwekwen    
2SG>1PL …you might help (us). ᑫᐑᒋᐦᔑᐘᐣᑵᐣ  1PL>2SG …we might help you. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐘᓀᐣ 
 ke-wiicihshiwankwen   ke-wiicihikoowanen 
2PL>1PL …you guys might help 

(us). 
(use 2SG)  1PL>2PL …we might help you 

guys. 
(use 2SG) 

     
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG …I might help him. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᑵᐣ  3SG>1SG …he might help me. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᔑᑵᐣ 
 ke-wiicihaawakwen   ke-wiicihishikwen 
2SG>3SG …you might help him. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᑘᐣ  3SG>2SG …he might help you. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᑯᑵᐣ 
 ke-wiicihaawatwen   ke-wiicihihkokwen 
1PL>3SG …we might help him (just 

us). 
ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᔭᐣᑵᐣ  3SG>1PL …he might help us (just 

us). 
ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᑵᐣ 

 ke-wiicihaayankwen   ke-wiicihikooyankwen 
      or ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐘᐣᑵᐣ 
         ke-wiicihikoowankwen 
21>3SG …we might help him (you 

incl.). 
  3SG>21 …he might help us (you 

incl.). 
 

     
2PL>3SG …you guys might help 

him. 
ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᔦᑵᐣ  3SG>2PL …he might help you 

guys. 
ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔦᑵᐣ 

 ke-wiicihaayekwen   ke-wiicihikoyekwen 
  or ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᐍᑵᐣ     
      ke-wiicihaawekwen     
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL …I might help them. (use 3SG forms)  3PL>1SG …they might help me. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐚᑵᐣ 
    ke-wiicihihshiwaakwen 
2SG>3PL …you might help them.   3PL>2SG …they might help you.  
     
1PL>3PL …we might help them 

(just us). 
  3PL>1PL …they might help us 

(just us). 
 

     
21>3PL …we might help them 

(you incl.). 
  3PL>21 …they might help us 

(you incl.). 
 

     
2PL>3PL ….you guys might help 

them. 
  3PL>2PL …they might help you 

guys. 
 

     
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV …he might help him (OBV). ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᑵᐣ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) might help 
him. 

ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᑵᐣ 
 ke-wiicihaakwen   ke-wiicihikookwen 
3PL>3OBV …they might help him. ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑵᐣ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) might help 

them. 
ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᑵᐣ 

 ke-wiicihaawaakwen   ke-wiicihikowaakwen 
3SG 
>3OBV.PL 

…he might help them 
(OBV). 

ᑫᐑᒋᐦᐋᑵᓇᐣ  3OBV.PL 
>3SG 

…they (OBV) might help 
him. 

 
ke-wiicihaakwenan   

3OBV 
>3OBV 
(direct) 

…he (OBV1) might help 
him (OBV2). 

  3OBV 
>3OBV 
(inverse) 

…he (OBV2) might help 
him (OBV1). 
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Preterit-Dubitative 
The # symbol is used to flag a  handful of verb forms that are not used by everyone 

 I don’t know when the 
last time was that… 

     

       
LOCAL You ® Me    I ® You  
2SG>1SG …you might have helped 

me. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐘᒼᐸᓀᐣ  1SG>2SG …I might have helped 

you. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᓂᐚᒼᐹᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihihshiwampanen   kaa-wiicihiniwaampaanen 
2PL>1SG …you guys might have 

helped me. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐍᑯᐸᓀᐣ  1SG>2PL …I might have helped 

you guys. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᓂᑰᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihihshiwekopanen   kaa-wiicihinikookopanen 
2SG>1PL …you might have helped 

(us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔮᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ  1PL>2SG …we might have 

helped you. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihihshiyaankopanen   kaa-wiicihikookopanen 
2PL>1PL …you guys might have 

helped (us). 
(use 2SG)  1PL>2PL …we might have 

helped you guys. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

    kaa-wiicihikooyekopanen 
       
MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3SG …I might have helped 
him. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᑯᐸᓀᐣ  3SG>1SG …he might have helped 
me. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᔑᑯᐸᓀᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihaawakopanen   kaa-wiicihishikopanen 
2SG>3SG …you might have helped 

him. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᑎᐸᓀᐣ  3SG>2SG …he might have helped 

you. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᑰᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaawatipanen   kaa-wiicihihkookopanen 
1PL>3SG …we might have helped 

him (just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᐣᑭᑎᐸᓀᐣ  3SG>1PL …he might have helped 

us (just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaawaankitipanen   kaa-wiicihikowaankopanen 
      or ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 
         kaa-wiicihikoyaankopanen 
21>3SG …we might have helped 

him (you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᐣᑭᑎᐸᓀᐣ  3SG>21 …he might have helped 

us (you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐘᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaawankitipanen   kaa-wiicihikowankopanen 
      or ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣᑯᐸᓀᐣ 
          kaa-wiicihikoyankopanen 
2PL>3SG …you guys might have 

helped him. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᔦᑯᐸᓀᐣ  3SG>2PL …he might have helped 

you guys. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaayekopanen   kaa-wiicihikooyekopanen 
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MIXED 
(3PL) You / I ® Them    They ® You / Me 

 

1SG>3PL …I might have helped 
them. 

(use 3SG)  
or poss. #ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐊᒁᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 3PL>1SG …they might have 
helped me. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᔑᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 #kaa-wiicihakwaawaakopanen   kaa-wiicihishiwaakopanen 
  or #ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐘᒁᐸᓀᐣ     
  #kaa-wiicihaawakwaapanen     
2SG>3PL …you might have helped 

them. 
(use 3SG forms)  3PL>2SG …they might have 

helped you. 
(use 3SG) 
or poss. #ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᒁᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

    #kaa-wiicihihkwaakopanen 
1PL>3PL …we might have helped 

them (just us). 
  3PL>1PL …they might have 

helped us (just us). 
 

     
21>3PL …we might have helped 

them (you incl.). 
  3PL>21 …they might have 

helped us (you incl.). 
 

     
2PL>3PL ….you guys might have 

helped them. 
  3PL>2PL …they might have 

helped you guys. 
 

     
       
NON-
LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him 

 

3SG>3OBV …he might have helped 
him (OBV). 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᑯᐸᓀᐣ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) might have 
helped him. 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᑯᐸᓀᐣ 
 kaa-wiicihaakopanen   kaa-wiicihikookopanen 
3PL>3OBV …they might have helped 

him. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) might have 

helped them. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᑯᐸᓀᐣ 

 kaa-wiicihaawaakopanen   kaa-wiicihikowaakopanen 
3SG 
>3OBV.PL 

…he might have helped 
them (OBV). 

ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐋᑯᐸᓀᓇᐣ  3OBV.PL 
>3SG 

…they (OBV) might 
have helped him. 

 
kaa-wiicihaakopanenan   

3OBV 
>3OBV 
(direct) 

…he (OBV1) might have 
helped him (OBV2). 

  3OBV 
>3OBV 
(inverse) 

…he (OBV2) might have 
helped him (OBV1). 
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TA Imperative 
Imerpative forms distinguish a range of sub-types of stem. In a subset of n-stems, the final /n/ becomes /sh/ in the 2SG>3SG form (see miin- ‘give’ below). 
The imperative form of each TA verb is also listed in the dictionary published by Kwayaciiwin Education Resource Center. 

 

Immediate 
  wiicih- 

‘help’ 
wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
‘follow’ 

kakwecim- 
‘ask’ 

miin- 
‘give’ 

2SG>1SG Help me. ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᐣ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᐣ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔑᐣ ᒦᓂᐦᔑᐣ 
 wiicihihshin wiintamawihshin piminishahohshin kakwecimihshin miinihshin 
2SG>1PL Help us. ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᓈᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᓈᐣ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᓈᐣ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔑᓈᐣ ᒦᓂᐦᔑᓈᐣ 
 wiicihihshinaan wiintamawihshinaan piminishahohshinaan kakwecimihshinaan miinihshinaan 
2SG>3SG Help him. ᐑᒋᐦᐃ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐤ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅ ᑲᑵᒋᒼ ᒦᓑ 
 wiicihi wiintamaw piminishaho kakwecim miish 
2SG>3PL Help them. ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᑰᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐠ  ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐠ ᒦᓂᐠ 
 wiicihik wiintamawikook piminishahok  kakwecimik miinik 
2PL>1SG Help me (you 

guys). 
ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᔫᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᔫᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔑᔫᐠ ᒦᓂᐦᔑᔫᐠ 

 wiicihihshiyook wiintamawihshiyook piminishahohshiyook kakwecimihshiyook miinihshiyook 
2PL>1PL Help us (you 

guys). 
(Antipassive 
used, or 
levelled) 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᔫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐍᔫᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍᔫᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐍᔫᐠ ᒦᓂᐍᔫᐠ 
 wiicihiweyook wiintamaweyook piminishahoweyook kakwecimiweyook miiniweyook 
 or ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔑᔫᐠ or ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔑᓈᐣ or ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔑᔫᐠ or ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔑᔫᐠ or ᒦᓂᐦᔑᔫᐠ 
 wiicihihshiyook wiintamawihshinaan    piminishahohshiyook kakwecimihshiyook   miinihshiyook 

2PL>3SG Help him (you 
guys). 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐠ ᒦᓂᐠ 
 wiicihik wiintamawik piminishahok kakwecimik miinik 
2PL>3PL Help them (you 

guys). 
ᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᑰᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᑰᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᑰᐠ ᒦᓂᑰᐠ 

 wiicihikook wiintamawikook piminishahokook kakwecimikook miinikook 
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Delayed 
 

  wiicih- 
‘help’ 

wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

piminishahw- 
‘follow’ 

kakwecim- 
‘ask’ 

miin- 
‘give’ 

2SG>1SG Help me, after. ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔒᐦᑲᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᐦᔒᐦᑲᐣ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔒᐦᑲᐣ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔒᐦᑲᐣ ᒦᓂᐦᔒᐦᑲᐣ 
 wiicihihshiihkan wiintamawihshiihkan piminishahohshiihkan kakwecimihshiihkan miinihshiihkan 
2SG>1PL Help us, after. 

(Antipassive used) 
ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᐦᑲᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐍᐦᑲᐣ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍᐦᑲᐣ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐍᐦᑲᐣ ᒦᓂᐍᐦᑲᐣ 

 wiicihiwehkan wiintamaw(iw)ehkan piminishahowehkan kakwecimiwehkan miiniwehkan 
2SG>3SG Help him, after. ᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᑲᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐦᑲᐣ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐦᑲᐣ ᑲᑵᒋᒫᐦᑲᐣ ᒦᓈᐦᑲᐣ 
 wiicihaahkan wiintamawaahkan piminishahwaahkan kakwecimaahkan miinaahkan 
2SG>3PL Help them, after. ᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒫᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᒦᓈᐦᑲᓃᐠ 
 wiicihaahkaniik wiintamawaahkaniik piminishahwaahkaniik kakwecimaahkaniik miinaahkaniik 
2PL>1SG Help me (you 

guys), after. 
ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐦᔒᐦᑫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐦᔒᐦᑫᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐦᔒᑫᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐦᔒᐦᑫᐠ ᒦᓂᐦᔒᐦᑫᐠ 

 wiicihihshiihkek wiintamahshiihkek piminishahohshiikek kakwecimihshiihkek miinihshiihkek 
2PL>1PL Help us (you 

guys), after. 
(Antipassive used) 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍᐦᑫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐍᐦᑫᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐅᐍᐦᑫᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒥᐍᐦᑫᐠ ᒦᓂᐍᐦᑫᐠ 
 wiicihiwehkek wiintamawehkek piminishahowehkek kakwecimiwehkek miiniwehkek 

2PL>3SG Help him (you 
guys), after. 

ᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᑫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐦᑫᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐦᑫᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒫᐦᑫᐠ ᒦᓈᐦᑫᐠ 
 wiicihaahkek wiintamawaahkek piminishahwaahkek kakwecimaahkek miinaahkek 
2PL>3PL Help them (you 

guys), after. 
ᐑᒋᐦᐋᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐚᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᑲᑵᒋᒫᐦᑲᓃᐠ ᒦᓈᐦᑲᓃᐠ 

 wiicihaahkaniik wiintamawaahkaniik piminishahwaahkaniik kakwecimaahkaniik miinaahkaniik 
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5. TI-O Inflection 
TI stem + AI inflection (TI-O or AI2). These inflect like regular AI verbs, but with some of the allomorphy associated with TI theme sign -am, which 
becames -aa before many endings. The independent neutral forms are given below. Conjunct forms predictably follow the regular TI paradigm, except for 

the addition of rarely attested 3OBV form ᐁᒥᓊᐣᑕᒥᓂᐨ eh-minwentaminic ‘that he (OBV) is happy’. 

TI-O Neutral  

   
Independent unique CJ form 

   
with regular TI inflection with AI inflection (TI-O)  

   
‘be happy (about it)’ 
minwentam 

‘be happy’ 
minwentam 

 

ᓃᐣ I’m happy.  ᓂᒥᓊᐣᑖᐣ ᓂᒥᓊᐣᑕᒼ  
1SG  niminwentaan niminwentam  
ᑮᐣ You’re happy.  ᑭᒥᓊᐣᑖᐣ ᑭᒥᓊᐣᑕᒼ  
2SG  kiminwentaan kiminwentam  
ᐑᐣ He’s happy.  ᐅᒥᓊᐣᑖᐣ ᒥᓊᐣᑕᒼ  
3SG  ominwentaan minwentam  
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ (His son) is happy.   ᒥᓊᐣᑕᒨᐣ ᐁᒥᓊᐣᑕᒥᓂᐨ 
3OBV   minwentamoon eh-minwentaminic 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are happy (just us).  ᓂᒥᓊᐣᑖᒥᐣ (same as TI)  
1PL  niminwentaamin   
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are happy (you incl.).  ᑭᒥᓊᐣᑖᒥᐣ (same as TI)  
21  kiminwentaamin   
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys are happy.  ᑭᒥᓊᐣᑖᓈᐚ (same as TI)  
2PL  kiminwentaanaawaa   
ᐑᓇᐚ They are happy.  ᐅᒥᓊᐣᑕᒨᐠ ᒥᓊᐣᑕᒨᐠ  
3PL  ominwentamook minwentamook  

 

AI+O verbs inflect the same as AI verbs.  
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6. Relational Inflection 
Relational inflection is a special optional form, used when “you” or “I”  does an action associated with something belonging to a third person (e.g. ‘at his 
house’). For all blank cells in the following paradigms, a regular non-relational form is used. 

 

AI Relational 
Independent 
   ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fly off’ 
maaciikoocin 

ᓃᐣ I’m making fire (at his house).  ᓂᐴᑕᐍᐚᐣ ᓂᒫᒌᑰᒋᓂᐚᐣ 
1SG  nipootawewaan nimaaciikoociniwaan 
ᑮᐣ You’re making fire (at his house).  ᑭᐴᑕᐍᐚᐣ ᑭᒫᒌᑰᒋᓂᐚᐣ 
2SG  kipootawewaan kimaaciikoociniwaan 
     
     

 

Conjunct 
 When/that…  ‘make fire’ 

pootawe 
‘fly off’ 
maaciikoocin 

ᓃᐣ …I’m making fire (at his house).  ᐁᐴᑕᐍᐘᐠ ᐁᒫᒌᑰᒋᓂᐘᐠ 
1SG  eh-pootawewak eh-maaciikoociniwak 
ᑮᐣ …you’re making fire (at his house).  ᐁᐴᑕᐍᐘᐨ ᐁᒫᒌᑰᒋᓂᐘᐨ 
2SG  eh-pootawewac eh-maaciikoociniwac 
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TI Relational 
Note that for TI stems ending in -oo-  (tahkopit-oo- 'tie'), relational forms change the -oo to -aa. 

Independent 
   ‘tie’ 

tahkopit-oo- 
Plural Object form  
‘I’m tying them.’ (-in) 

‘take’ 
otaahpin-am- 

‘eat’ 
miici- 

ᓃᐣ I’m tying it (his shoe).  ᓂᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᐣ ᓂᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᓂᐣ ᓂᑐᑖᐦᐱᓇᒹᐣ ᓂᒦᒋᐚᐣ 
1SG  nitahkopitaawaan nitahkopitaawaanin nitotaahpinamwaan nimiiciwaan 
ᑮᐣ You’re tying it (his 

shoe). 
 ᑭᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᐣ ᑭᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᓂᐣ ᑭᑐᑖᐦᐱᓇᒹᐣ ᑭᒦᒋᐚᐣ 

2SG  kitahkopitaawaan kitahkopitaawaanin kitotaahpinamwaan kimiiciwaan 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys are tying it 

(his shoe). 
   #ᐅᑖᐦᐱᓇᒹᓈᐚ  

2PL    #otaahpinamwaanaawaa  
       
       

Conjunct 
 When/that…  ‘tie’ 

tahkopit-oo- 
Plural Object form  
‘I’m tying them.’ (-in) 

‘take’ 
otaahpin-am- 

‘eat’ 
miici- 

ᓃᐣ …I’m tying it (his shoe).  ᐁᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐘᐠ ᐁᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐘᑭᐣ ᐁᐅᑖᐦᐱᓇᒷᐠ ᐁᒦᒋᐘᐠ 
1SG  eh-tahkopitaawak eh-tahkopitaawakin eh-otaahpinamwak eh-miiciwak 
ᑮᐣ …you’re tying it (his 

shoe). 
 ᐁᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐘᐨ ᐁᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐘᒋᐣ ᐁᐅᑖᐦᐱᓇᒷᐨ ᐁᒦᒋᐘᐨ 

2SG  eh-tahkopitaawac eh-tahkopitaawakin eh-otaahpinamwac eh-miiciwac 
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Imperative 
Where no unique form exists, use non-relational form. 

 
Immediate 

 ‘tie’ 
tahkopit-oo- 

‘take’ 
otaahpin-am- 

‘eat’ 
miic- 

ᑮᐣ (You) tie it (his shoe).  ᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐤ -- ᒦᒍ 
2SG  tahkopitaaw  miico 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) tie it (his shoe).  ᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᐠ -- -- 
2PL  tahkopitaawaak   
      
      
 

Delayed 
    

ᑮᐣ (You) tie it (his shoe), after.  ᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᐦᑲᐣ -- -- 
2SG  tahkopitaawaahkan   
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) tie it (his shoe), 

after. 
 ᑕᐦᑯᐱᑖᐚᐦᑫᐠ -- -- 

2PL  tahkopitaawaahkek   
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TA Relational 
 

Independent 
      
   ‘hold’ 

tahkon- 
‘help’ 
wiicih- 

‘tell’ 
wiintamaw- 

      
ᓃᐣ I’m holding (her baby).  ᓂᑕᐦᑯᓂᒫᐣ ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᒫᐣ ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒫᐣ 
1SG  nitahkonimaan niwiicihimaan niwiintamawimaan 
ᑮᐣ You’re holding (her baby).  ᑭᑕᐦᑯᓂᒫᐣ ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᒫᐣ ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒫᐣ 
2SG  kitahkonimaan kiwiicihimaan niwiintamawimaan 

 

Conjunct 
 

 
    

 When/that…     
ᓃᐣ …I’m holding (her baby).  ᐁᑕᐦᑯᓂᒪᐠ ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᒪᐠ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒪᐠ 
1SG  eh-tahkonimak eh-wiicihimak eh-wiintamawimak 
ᑮᐣ …You’re holding (her 

baby). 
 ᐁᑕᐦᑯᓂᒪᐨ ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᒪᐨ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒪᐨ 

2SG  eh-tahkonimac eh-wiicihimac eh-wiintamawimac 
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Imperative 
 

 
Immediate 

    

   ‘hold’ 
tahkon- 

‘help’ 
wiicih- 

‘tell’ 
wiintamaw- 

      
ᑮᐣ (You) hold him (her 

baby). 
 ᑕᐦᑯᓂᒼ ᐑᒋᐦᐃᒼ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒼ 

2SG  tahkonim wiicihim wiintamawim 
ᑮᓇᐚ   -- -- -- 
2PL      
 

Delayed 
 

    

ᑮᐣ (You) hold him (her 
baby), after. 

 ᑕᐦᑯᓂᒫᐦᑲᐣ ᐑᒋᐦᐃᒫᐦᑲᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒫᐦᑲᐣ 
2SG  tahkonimaahkan wiicihimaahkan wiintamawimaahkan 
ᑮᓇᐚ (You guys) hold him 

(her baby), after. 
 ᑕᐦᑯᓂᒫᐦᑫᐠ ᐑᒋᐦᐃᒫᐦᑫᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐏᒫᐦᑫᐠ 

2PL  tahkonimaahkek wiicihimaahkek wiintamawimaahkek 
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7. TA Inanimate Actor 
TA Inanimate Actor forms follow a predictable pattern, so only the neutral forms are listed here for reference. The form is built by adding -iko + regular TI 
endings (the same endings as kocihtoo- ‘try’). 

TA Inan. Actor, Independent 
 

 Singular actor ‘it’   Plural actor ‘they’ 
 

       
ᓃᐣ It’s helping me. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ  ᓃᐣ They (those things) 

are helping me. 
ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐣ 

0SG>1SG niwiicihikon  0PL>1SG niwiicihikonan 
ᑮᐣ It’s helping you. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ  ᑮᐣ They (those things) 

are helping you. 
ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐣ 

0SG>2SG kiwiicihikon  0PL>2SG kiwiicihikonan 
ᐑᐣ It’s helping him/her. ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ  ᐑᐣ They (those things) 

are helping him/her. 
ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓇᐣ 

0SG>3SG owiicihikon  0PL>3SG owiicihikonan 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ It’s helping him/her (OBV). --     
0SG>3OBV --     
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ It’s helping us (just us). ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ     
0SG>1PL  niwiicihikomin     
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ It’s helping us (you incl.). ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ     
0SG>21  kiwiicihikomin     
ᑮᓈᐚ It’s helping you guys. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐋᐧ     
0SG>2PL  kiwiicihikonaawaa     
ᐑᓇᐚ It’s helping them. ᐅᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᓈᐋᐧ     
0SG>3PL  owiicihikonaawaa     
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TA Inan. Actor, Conjunct 
 

 Singular actor ‘it’   Plural actor ‘they’ 
 

 When/that…      
ᓃᐣ …it’s helping me. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣ   …they (those things) are 

helping me. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᓂᐣ 

0SG>1SG kaa-wiicihikoyaan  0PL>1SG kaa-wiicihikoyaanin 
ᑮᐣ …it’s helping you. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣ   … they (those things) are 

helping you. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᓂᐣ 

0SG>2SG kaa-wiicihikoyan  0PL>2SG kaa-wiicihikoyanin 
ᐑᐣ …it’s helping him/her. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐨ   … they (those things) are 

helping him/her. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᒋᐣ 

0SG>3SG kaa-wiicihikoc  0PL>3SG kaa-wiicihikocin 
ᐃᓊᓂᐘᐣ …it’s helping him/her 

(OBV). 
--   … they (those things) are 

helping him/her (OBV). 
-- 

0SG>3OBV   0PL>3OBV  
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …it’s helping us (just us). ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣᐠ   … they (those things) are 

helping us (just us). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔮᐣᑭᐣ 

0SG>1PL kaa-wiicihikoyaank  0PL>1PL kaa-wiicihikoyaankin 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …it’s helping us (you incl.). ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣᐠ   … they (those things) are 

helping us (you incl.). 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣᑭᐣ 

0SG>21 kaa-wiicihikoyank  0PL>21 kaa-wiicihikoyankin 
ᑮᓈᐚ …it’s helping you guys. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ   … they (those things) are 

helping you guys. 
ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᑭᐣ 

0SG>2PL kaa-wiicihikooyek  0PL>2PL kaa-wiicihikooyekin 
ᐑᓇᐚ …it’s helping them. ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᐨ   … they (those things) are 

helping them. 
# ᑳᐑᒋᐦᐃᑯᐚᒋᐣ 

0SG>3PL kaa-wiicihikowaac  0PL>3PL # kaa-wiicihikowaacin 
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8. Passives of TA Verbs 
 

The passives of TA verbs also follow a regular pattern, so only the neutral forms are listed here for reference. 1st and 2nd person forms add -ikoo while 3rd 
person forms add -aakaniwi. The resulting base then takes the endings of a regular AI verb (after the pattern of pootawe ‘make fire’). 

 

TA Passive, Independent 
  wiicih- 

‘help’ 
wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

ᓃᐣ I am being helped. ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰ 
>1SG  niwiicihikoo niwiintamaakoo 
ᑮᐣ You are being helped. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰ ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰ 
>2SG  kiwiicihikoo kiwiintamaakoo 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are being helped (just us). ᓂᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ ᓂᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ 
>1PL  niwiicihikoomin niwiintamaakoomin 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ We are being helped (you incl.). ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᒥᐣ 
>21  kiwiicihikoomin kiwiintamaakoomin 
ᑮᓇᐚ You guys are being helped. ᑭᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᓈᐋᐧ ᑭᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᓈᐋᐧ 
>2PL  kiwiicihikoonaawaa kiwiintamaakoonaawaa 

ᐑᐣ He/she is being helped. ᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅ 
>3SG  wiicihaakanoo wiintamawaakanoo 
ᐅᓊᓂᐘᐣ He/she (OBV) is being helped. ᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅᐘᐣ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅᐘᐣ 
>3OBV  wiicihaakanoowan wiintamawaakanoowan 
ᐑᓇᐚ They are being helped. ᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅᐊᐧᐠ ᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅᐊᐧᐠ 
>3PL  wiicihaakanoowak wiintamawaakanoowak 
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TA Passive, Conjunct 
  wiicih- 

‘help’ 
wiintamaw- 
‘tell’ 

    
 When/that…   
ᓃᐣ …I am being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔮᐣ 
>1SG  eh-wiicihikooyaan eh-wiintamaakooyaan 
  or ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐚᐣ or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᐚᐣ 
     eh-wiicihikoowaan    eh-wiintamaakoowaan 
ᑮᐣ …you are being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔭᐣ 
>2SG  eh-wiicihikooyan eh-wiintamaakooyan 
  or ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᐘᐣ or ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᐘᐣ 
     eh-wiicihikoowan    eh-wiintamaakoowan 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we are being helped (just us). ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔮᐣᐠ 
>1PL  eh-wiicihikooyaank eh-wiintamaakooyaank 
ᑮᓇᐏᐣᐟ …we are being helped (you incl.). ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔭᐣᐠ 
>21  eh-wiicihikooyank eh-wiintamaakooyank 
ᑮᓇᐚ …you guys are being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒫᑰᔦᐠ 
>2PL  eh-wiicihikooyek eh-wiintamaakooyek 

ᐑᐣ …he/she is being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅᐨ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅᐨ 
>3SG  eh-wiicihaakanooc eh-wiintamawaakanooc 
ᐅᓊᓂᐘᐣ …he/she (OBV) is being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅᓂᐨ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅᓂᐨ 
>3OBV  eh-wiicihaakanoonic eh-wiintamawaakanoonic 
ᐑᓇᐚ …they are being helped. ᐁᐑᒋᐦᐋᑲᓅᐚᐨ ᐁᐑᐣᑕᒪᐚᑲᓅᐚᐨ 
>3PL  eh-wiicihaakanoowaac eh-wiintamawaakanoowaac 
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9.  Irregular TA Verb ‘say’ 
The TA verb in- ‘say’ has a few irregular forms. In verbs forms that contain ‘inverse’ -iko, the verb stem in- may simply disappear. (3>3 inverse voice, 
mixed inverse scenarios, passives and inanimate actor forms). Variants with the stem included are considered acceptable for most forms, but are rarely 
used. The pattern is shown here with past tense, and relevant sample forms are listed in the table below. 

‘Direct’:  ᐅᑮᐦᐃᓈᐣ okiih-inaan  (o-kiih-in-aan)  ‘He said to him.’ 

Inverse:  ᐅᑮᐦᐃᑰᐣ okiih-ikoon  (o-kiih- ___ -ikoon) ‘And he said (back) to him.’ 

Irregular TA Verb ‘say’ 

Independent 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) Inverse Voice 

MIXED 
(3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me  

 
        

      (default, irr. forms) (variant with stem) 
1SG>3SG I say to him. ᓂᑎᓈ  3SG>1SG He said to me. 

(given in past) 
ᓂᑮᐦᐃᐠ ᓂᑮᐦᐃᓂᐠ 

 nitinaa   nikiih-ik nikiih-inik 
2SG>3SG You say to him. ᑭᑎᓈ  3SG>2SG He said to you.  

(given in past) 
ᑭᑮᐦᐃᐠ ᑭᑮᐦᐃᓂᐠ 

 kitinaa   kikiih-ik kikiih-inik 
1PL>3SG We say to him 

(just us). 
ᓂᑎᓈᒥᐣ  3SG>1PL He says to us (just 

us). 
(same as passive) 

ᓂᑎᑰᒥᐣ ᓂᑎᓂᑰᒥᐣ 
 nitinaamin   nitikoomin nitinikoomin 

  or ᓂᑎᓈᓈᐣ    or ᓂᑎᑯᓈᐣ ᓂᑎᓂᑯᓈᐣ 
  nitinaanaan       nitikonaan nitinikonaan 
21>3SG We say to him 

(you incl.). 
ᑭᑎᓈᒥᐣ  3SG>21 He says to us (you 

incl.). 
(same as passive) 

ᑭᑎᑰᒥᐣ ᑭᑎᓂᑰᒥᐣ 
 kitinaamin   kitikoomin kitinikoomin 

2PL>3SG You guys say to 
him. 

ᑭᑎᓈᐚ  3SG>2PL He says to you guys. 
(same as passive) 

ᑭᑎᑯᓈᐚ ᑭᑎᓂᑯᓈᐚ 
 kitinaawaa   kitikonaawaa kitinikonaawaa 
      or ᑭᑎᑯᐚ ᑭᑎᓂᑯᐚ 
          kitikowaa kitinikowaa 



Irregular TA Verb ‘say’ | 63 
 

 

NON-
LOCAL 

S/he ® Him 
(OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him  

 

3SG>3OBV He says to him 
(OBV). 

ᐅᑎᓈᐣ  3OBV>3SG He (OBV) says to 
him. 

ᐅᑎᑰᐣ ᐅᑎᓂᑰᐣ 
 otinaan   otikoon otinikoon 
3PL>3OBV They say to him. ᐅᑎᓈᐚᐣ  3OBV>3PL He (OBV) says to 

them. 
ᐅᑎᑯᐚᐣ ᐅᑎᓂᑯᐚᐣ 

 otinaawaan   otikowaan otinikowaan 
 

 

The following forms are given in past tense. 

 

 Sample Passives    Sample Inan. Actor  
 lit. ‘I was said-to’       
  (no stem) (with stem)    (no stem only) 
ᓃᐣ It was said to me. ᓂᑮᐦᐃᑰ ᓂᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰ  ᓃᐣ It said to me. ᓂᑮᐦᐃᑯᐣ 
>1SG nikiih-ikoo nikiih-inikoo  0SG>1SG nikiih-ikon 
ᑮᐣ It was said to 

you. 
ᑭᑮᐦᐃᑰ ᑭᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰ  ᑮᐣ It said to you. ᑭᑮᐦᐃᑯᐣ 

>2SG kikiih-ikoo kikiih-inikoo  0SG>2SG kikiih-ikon 
ᓃᓇᐏᐣᐟ It was said to us 

(just us). 
ᓂᑮᐦᐃᑰᒥᐣ ᓂᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰᒥᐣ  ᐑᐣ It said to him/her. ᐅᑮᐦᐃᑯᐣ 

>1PL nikii-ikoomin nikii-inikoomin  0SG>3SG okiih-ikon 
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Conjunct 

‘Direct’ Scenarios (2>1>3) ‘Inverse’ Scenarios (3>2>1) 

  
When/ that… 

      

        
MIXED (3SG) You / I ® Him    He ® You / Me   
1SG>3SG …I said to him. ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓇᐠ  3SG>1SG …he said to me. ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᐦᔑᐨ  
 e-kiih-inak   e-kiih-inihshic  
2SG>3SG …you said to him. ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓇᐨ  3SG>2SG …he said to you. ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᐠ  
 e-kiih-inac   e-kiih-inik  
1PL>3SG …we said to him 

(just us). 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓈᔮᐣᐠ  3SG>1PL …he said to us 

(just us). 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᑰᔮᐣᐠ ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰᔮᐣᐠ 

 e-kiih-inaayaank   e-kiih-ikooyaank e-kiih-inikooyaank 
21>3SG …we said to him 

(you incl.). 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓈᔭᐣᐠ  3SG>21 …he said to us 

(you incl.). 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᑰᔭᐣᐠ ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰᔭᐣᐠ 

 e-kiih-inaayank   e-kiih-ikooyank e-kiih-inikooyank 
2PL>3SG …you guys said to 

him. 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓈᔦᐠ  3SG>2PL …he said to you 

guys. 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᑰᔦᐠ ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᑰᔦᐠ 

 e-kiih-inaayek   e-kiih-ikooyek e-kiih-inikooyek 
 

NON-LOCAL S/he ® Him (OBV)    S/he (OBV) ® Him   
3SG>3OBV …he said to him 

(OBV). 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓈᐨ  3OBV>3SG …he (OBV) said to 

him. 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᑯᐨ ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᑯᐨ 

 e-kiih-inaac   e-kiih-ikoc e-kiih-inikoc 
3PL>3OBV …they said to him. ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓈᒋᐣ  3OBV>3PL …he (OBV) said to 

them. 
ᐁᑮᐦᐃᓂᑯᒋᐣ  

  e-kiih-inaacin   e-kiih-inikocin  
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10. Common Verb Derivations 
There are a number of verb derivations that change the inflection category of a stem. A few common ones include: 

Common Verb Derivations 
Construction Original Stem Type Suffix Derived Stem Type  

(Inflectional endings) 
Example 

Passive of TI TI  
intoot-am- -ikaate ® II 

ᐃᐣᑑᒋᑳᑌ 
intoocikaate 
‘it is done in such a way’ 

Collective Actor AI  
niimi -(naa)niwan ® II 

ᓃᒥᓈᓂᐘᐣ 
niiminaaniwan 
‘they/we/people are dancing’ 

Antipassive TA  
wiicih- -we ® AI 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᐍ 
wiicihiwe 
‘s/he helps people’ 

Antipassive TI, or TA -aw stem 
tahkopit-oo- -ke ® AI 

ᑕᐦᑯᐱᒋᑫ 
tahkopicike 
‘s/he ties things up’ 

Reciprocal TA  
wiicih- -iti ® AI 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᑎᐘᐠ 
wiicihitiwak 
‘they are helping each other’ 

Reflexive TA  
wiicih- -itiso ® AI 

ᐑᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱ 
wiicihitiso 
‘he is helping himself’ 

Inanimate Actor from AI AI 
poonii -makan ® II 

ᐴᓃᒪᑲᐣ 
pooniimakan 
‘it’s landing’ 

Benefactive TI  
tahkopit-am- -amaw ® TA  

ᐅᑕᑯᐱᑕᒪᐚᐣ 
otahkopitamawaan 
‘he is tying it for him’ 

 

 


